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20 years and counting 


ommendation to our exceptional pub- 

lications and web director Dean Smith 
who, since 1991, has patiently and pains- 
takingly put issue after issue of The Tax- 
payer together without want of recognition 
or praise. At 64 pages, this commemorative 
20" anniversary issue is the largest and most 
time consuming magazine the organization 
has ever produced. We hope you enjoy it! 

+t 
In October 2006, then-feder- 

al director John Williamson ap- 
peared before the House of Com- 


Troy Lanigan 
tlanigan@taxpayer.com 
ment decisions were made. 

Of course identifying what needed to be 
done was never the challenge. The real chal- 
lenge rested in convincing taxpayers that if 
we got organized; we could make a differ- 
ence. And indeed we did. 

It would be impossible to read these pages 
and conclude that the CTF has not impact- 
ed public policy in Canada over the past 20 
years. Yet, it is also the case that both Tax 

Freedom Day and the size of gov- 
ernment as a percentage of the 
economy remain almost identical 


mons Finance Committee to 66The real to where they were 20 years ago. 
present pre-budget recommen- We take solace in the dictum: 
dations. One rookie MP on the challenge No public policy win is perma- 
Committee, Dean Del Mastro, rested in nent, no defeat everlasting. Tax- 
could not believe what he was convincing payer gains and taxpayer set- 
hearing. Someone was standing taxpayers backs colour the last 20 years as 


in front of his committee asking 
that government spend less. By 
Mr. Del Mastro’s tally, more than 
$600-billion — yes that’s BIL- 
LION -— in spending requests had 
been made to his committee. 
The federal government's entire 
budget at the time was $220-bil- 
lion! 

This story illustrates exactly what a 
small group of citizens understood more 
than 20 years ago: taxpayers needed a 
voice! A voice to counterbalance well-or- 
ganized and well-funded special interests; 
a voice to articulate that governments have 
no money of their own, and above all; a 
voice that would be heard before govern- 


The Canadian Taxpayers Federation is a federally incorporated not-for-profit 
and non-partisan organization dedicated to lower taxes, less waste and 
accountable government. Founded in 1990, the Federation is independent 
of all partisan or institutional affiliations and is entirely funded by free-will, 
non-tax receiptable contributions. All material is copyrighted. Permission to 
reprint can be obtained by writing the admin office. Editorial cartoons are 
used by permission. 
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that if we got 
organized; we 
could make a 


difference. 99 


they will no doubt colour the next 
20. What's important is that we 
are resolute and present! 

For 20 years the CTF has ex- 
isted independent of government 
money, large corporate or union 
donations, without foundation 
grants or even a charitable tax 
number. We are grounded sole- 
ly in the moral and financial support of tens 
of thousands of Canadians who stood up and 
said it was time taxpayers had a voice. Read 
these pages and take pride in the organiza- 
tion you have built. Above all, take pride in 
what it represents: the long term fight for 
freedom and the commitment to never be de- 
feated by apathy.m= 
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RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO: 
CANADIAN TAXPAYERS FEDERATION 


105-438 VICTORIAAVE. EAST 
REGINA, SASK S4N ON7 


We \Ne Ar eat \Ne Do 


en you think of the Cana- 
\ \ dian Taxpayers Federation staff, fundraising team and volun- 
(CTF) you might think of an teer board of directors that keep the 
article you read in The Taxpayer, a CTF cre- wheels turning. The following provides you a 
ated video forwarded by a friend, a billboard quick tour of 


you saw demanding lower taxes, an online pe- the CTF. De- 


tition you signed or maybe a spokesperson tailed bios are 
you saw on TV. But that’s far from a com- available on 
plete picture. Coupled with our communica- Taxpayer.com. 


Steering the ship 


he CTF is a non-profit, federally incorporated anes 

tion governed by a board of directors. They are charge 

with upholding provisions of the Canada Corponiions 
Act. The board monitors and maintains the integrity of the or- 
ganization’s mission, conduct, strategic planning and aun 
All directors are volunteers and do not receive any compensa 


tion. 
The board is not involved in the day-to-day operation of the 
anization. It meets twice a year to approve strategic plan- Calgary-based entrepreneur an d 
ee objectives annual goals and tactics, and a budget. innovator Michael Binnion has 


been the volunteer chairperson of 
baie oun- 
The board is made up of individuals from across ea = ihe CTF Board <ince April 2007 
try with varying backgrounds and records of outstanding 


community service. 


Administration and 
Operations 


When you call the CTF’s head office 
in Regina you will most likely receive 
a cheery hello from Shannon, Eliza- 
beth or Holly. Our hard working ad- 
ministration staff handle supporter 
and public inquiries, process contri- 
butions, pay bills, maintain our da- 

; eters inne tabase, look after all our computer 
L to R: President and CEO realty eran he Manager se oe Heep the auamers nap» 
Manager Melanie Harvie (Regintt with the CTF since = Py’ They also do everything from 


i llate surveys to sendin t . 
Shannon Morrison ; co y g out ma 
1992, 2000 and 1997 respectively terials. 


Who We Ara @ What \nin nN 
Speaking out 


talented team of spokespeople and researchers are employed in five provinces and 
Ac These representatives field hundreds of media interviews each month, hold 
press conferences and issue regular news releases, commentaries and publications to 
advocate the common interests of taxpayers. They speak at functions, make presentations to 


legislative and parliamentary committees, meet directly with decision makers and organize 


petition drives and campaigns to mobilize citizens and effect legislative change. 


L to R: Research Director Derek Fildebrandt (Ottawa); Prairie Director Colin Craig (Winnipeg); Federal/Ontario 
Director Kevin Gaudet (Toronto); BC Director Maureen Bader (Vancouver); President Troy Lanigan (Victoria); 
Dean Smith Publications/Web Director (Regina); New Development Director Lee Hard- 
ing (Regina); Alberta Director Scott Hennig (Ed- 
Ww. b monton) 
ebsite and . 
social netw : 
ea, is the hub of all CTF out etwork sites 
ch: campaign videos, arti ; 
, articles, re 
(0) 2 ’ orts 
i see the previous night’s nee that \ fa 
there ib a CTF director can be found Dp a er 
3 - Want to contact any elected official -com 
anada, post a comment 
sit » app 


ly fora i i 
e launched in 2009 moves our student internship, or sign a petition? Our ne b 
‘ ‘WwW We 


online 
presence ea one of information to one of inter. 
[ at i - 
Tacpayers ton. “And oh .. did we mention, you can 
payers so make a donation there! — 


ge 


Issue-specific sites li 
es like Debtcl 
2 clock.ca t 
oa iiss of the federal feos 
3 ay to create awar 
| motivate Canadi pe 
; : gira ans to dema 
S SUS TTV TT re ose Finally, the CTF pencie ie A 
: Presence on social netw 7 
: : ork si i 
S TTS UTS ARIA Twitter, YouTube and ea eenme 
O 
ped keep people updated on our advo- 
y efforts but grow our presence and 


provide additi 
ee. ional sources of interac- 


Canada's Federal Debt 


Your Share 


Fund the Campaign 


re SS ei 


media outlet, forward 
a new video or send a 
small donation for an 
advertising campaign. 
The new age of online 
communication allows 
us to mobilize large 
numbers of taxpayers 
and target their ener- 
gies quickly and effi- 
ciently. 
The Taxpayer mag- 
azine is published four 


" 


Deficits, Debt and 
Dis; intment P24 
f\ 


Addifg Up the Subsidies to 
Federal Parties P16 


Taxpayer Victories and 
fie Road Ahead P34 


Dear supporter, winter 2010 


Tomorrow, March 16, all Members of Parliament will vote on a motion to end the mo 


Known as “ten percenters” in Ottawa, the CTF has long stood against this wasteful a f 
partisan propaganda to constituents that aren't even their own! All at taxpayers’ expe A 
Last week at a national press conference the CTF awarded the junk mail sent by our{ 
government waste. 


This motion is being put forward by the Opposition. Rumour has it that the Bloc are als, 
that members of the Conservative and NDP caucus support this motion as well to ensu 
NDP and Conservative (A to F, H to O, P to Z caucuses urging them to end these junk 
leaders of all four parties (Conservative, Liberal, NDP, Bloc) as well as your own MP ul 


It's more than just the few million in savings. It's the symbolic recognition that our electe 


dollars for silly partisanship at a time we're going into debt $134-million a day. 


--Kevin, Lee, Troy, and the rest of the CTF team 


This issue has come to a vote in the House of Commons because the Canadian Taxpayers Federation is st§ bs RN 
ensures we can continue to grow and increase our impact! { CAPT ALISA 


times a year. Besides going to CTF contribu Taxpayae" 


mentary issue is sent 
across Canada. 


to provincial and federal politicians 


tors, a compli- 


Student Internship 
Program 


The CTF offers full and part- 
time, paid and volunteer intern- 
ship opportunities for students. 
However, our primary program 
takes place in the nation’s cap- 
ital from May to August each 
year. 

The program offers post-sec- 
ondary students and recent 
graduates the unique opportuni- 
ty to work alongside provincial 
communications directors and 


conducting taxpayer research 
and advocacy work. 


Awards and Events 


eee the Thursday before May long 
ses end each year, Gas Tax Hones- 
ieee blows the whistle on govern- 
ax gouging at the pumps and 
reports on how the various level 
of government are spending i 
revenues. — 
Po na of the Oscars, “The Ted- 
em nite golden sows to the best 
2 orst in wasteful spendin 
Finally, the CTF’s TaxFight- ° 
er Award honours a Canadian 
who makes an outstanding con- 


tribution to the 
cause 
emancipation. oreep gee! 


Building the CTF 


Whatever success this organization has had or will 
have in the future rests in the willingness of Canadian 
taxpayers to voluntarily contribute financially. The CTF 
raises funds in a number of ways. 

First, a dedicated team of field service representa- 
tives log thousands of kilometres each year to make in- 
person presentations to existing and potential support- 
ers. They also collect signatures on petitions, return aa 
survey information, distribute CTF material and pro- —w&wy 
vide valuable feedback on what the grassroots is say- 2 
ing. . ; 

Second, thousands of letters are sent out each year aes =p aa Lala 
soliciting financial support for various campaigns and — who came aboard as a field eee 


annual appeals. Third, an increasing number of people resentative in 1990. Since then, he has 


choose to make a secure donation online. logged an estimated 1.5-million kilo- 
metres and personally raised more than 


Finally, dozens of unsolicited donations come in $2.5-million for th 
through various sources simply because taxpayers was promieis Ot hs in anes he 
hear about our efforts and want to support them. The _ for the province of Saskatchewan al 
CTF currently raises $3.0 to $3.5-million a year. ; 
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Who We Are 


ket Ne Do 


In Memoriam 


Over 20 years, we've lost a few dear friends who contributed 
significantly to our development and growth. 


Wilf Kettle worked as a field service 
representative for eight years including 
promotion to management duties where 
he led supporter growth in northern 
Alberta. In December 2003, Wilf was 
involved in a car accident that tragically 
took his life. A principled and decent 
man, he is missed. 


Bob Matheson 
of Edmonton 
was one of the 
CTF’s three 
founding board 
directors. Bob 
passed away 
just shy of his 
90" birthday in 
2009. A lawyer 
by profession, 
Bob served with 
the RCAF in 
WWII, was an 
alderman and later earned the Order of 
Canada for his work in helping found 
Crime Stoppers. His “can-do” attitude 
remains a foundation of the CTF Heisa 
recipient of the CTF’s TaxFighter Award. 


Art Fox of Saskatoon sat on the 

first board of the Association of 
Saskatchewan Taxpayers and would 
later join the CTF board. A former 
RCMP officer, Art was a man of 
tremendous integrity that also gave his 
volunteer time to Boy Scouts, Rotary and 
the Canadian Paraplegic Association. He 
passed away in 1995. 


Mel Smith of Victoria was a retired 
constitutional 
expert who 
gave many 
volunteer 
hours to the 
CTF helping 
draft model 
taxpayer 
protection 
legislation in 
the mid-90s. 
He served on 
the CTF board 
from 1994 to 
1995 and went on to write a national 
best seller on aboriginal policy reform 
before losing a battle with cancer in 
1999. He isa recipient of the CTF’s 
TaxFighter Award. 


Lois Wilke 
worked as an 
administrator 
in the 
Edmonton 
office between 
1992 and 
2006. There 
was no task 
Lois didn’t 
cheerfully and 
competently 
tackle. Later 
in life she embraced running and cycling 
but left us far too early after a battle with 
cancer in 2010. A dear friend of many, 
she is missed! 


A TWENTY YEAR RETROSPECTIVE 


The following article highlights the genesis, events and people who have led the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation's first 20 years. The article focuses on public 
advocacy and is written by President and CEO Troy Lanigan. Troy has been with 
the CTF since 1992 serving in four capacities from offices in Alberta, Saskatchewan 
and British Columbia. The article is divided into five separate sections: 1989-1993, 
1994-1997, 1998-2003, 2004-2008 and 2009-2010. 
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“Change never happens and nothing ever gets done until somebody 
assumes responsibility for the way things are.” -Kevin Avram, June 1990 


A lot was happen- being sown. trangement between 
ing in the latter part It seemed for most politicians and those 
of the 1980s: gov- Canadians — espe- they governed — it 
ernment spending cially those in West- was clearly growing. 
was adrift, deficits ern Canada — that Part of that estrange- 
were spiralling out little had changed ment resulted in the 
of control and, along __ since the tax and birth of the Reform 
with rising taxes, the = spend years of Tru- Party. But there was 
seeds ofa brand new _ deau Liberalism. another movement 
national value-added Worse, itwasendem- afoot that didn’t want 
tax (the GST) were ic of so-called “Con- any part of partisan 

servative” govern- politics. 
SS ee ments at the provin- The creation of the 
ee cial level as well. Canadian Taxpayers 
A lot was happening in the latter While there had Rederation rae ati 


part of the 1980s: government always been an es- be pinpointed to one 
spending was 
adrift, deficits 
were spiralling 
out of control 
and, along with 
rising taxes, the 
seeds of a brand 
new national 
value-added tax 
(the GST) were 
being sown. 


ASSOCIATION OF SASK TRYORNERS <ESUUON 
YE Te tay 


man: Kevin Avram. 
In Regina, Avram left 
the Western Canadi- 
an Wheat Growers 
Association in 1988 
and sought “an or- 
ganization ... that 
would be an agent 
of change and that 
would educate and 
mobilize people.” 

But this emerg- 
ing movement was in 
need of a name. 

It was at a confer- 
ence in Austin, Texas 
that Kevin happened 
across a represent- 
ative of the “Associ- 
ation of Concerned 
Texas Taxpayers” 
(you can almost hear 
the drawl!). “As soon 
as I saw that name, I 
knew it was a sweet- 
heart.” And so be- 
came the Associa- 
tion of Saskatchewan 
Taxpayers (AST) in- 
corporated May 1, 
1989. 

Meanwhile, a sim- 
ilar movement was 
emerging in Alber- 
ta. Called the Res- 
olution One Com- 
mittee (ROC) its rai- 
son d’etre was a pe- 
tition that stated: 
“The federal gov- 
ernment shall enact 
a law under which 
all future increases 
in total federal rev- 
enues must be ex- 
ceeded by reduc- 
tions in overall ex- 
penditures until the 


1989 t0 1993 


@@lis members are united not by any political ideology, 
but anger over government waste, incompetence, largesse 
and the inevitable result — ever-increasing taxes. 


budget is balanced.” 

The two organiza- 
tions were merged 
under the — albeit 
awkward — banner 
the Canadian Federa- 
tion of National and 
Provincial Tax- 
payers on April 
23, 1990. Bob 
Matheson from 
the ROC Board 
was joined by 
Norm Wallace 
and Norm Bak- 
er — “the two 
Norms” — from 
the AST to make 
up the new na- 
tional organiza- 
tion’s founding 
board. 

The follow- 
ing year, on Oc- 
tober 10, 1991 
the organization 
would legally be 
re-named the Cana- 
dian Taxpayers Fed- 
eration — although 
publicly the provin- 
cial operations would 
still operate under 
their provincial mon- 
ikers: Association of 
Saskatchewan Tax- 
payers, Association 
of Alberta Taxpayers, 
and so forth. 

Attached to almost 


all the CTF’s com- 
munications mate- 
rial was the mission 
statement: “promot- 
ing the responsible 
and efficient use of 
tax dollars.” 


Western Canada’s Weekly hoenemee 


WEST ERN REPORT 


A new movement is forcing our 
politicians to face the facts 
4 — we're broke 


Responsible was a 
key word because in 
addition to address- 
ing Canada’s high tax 
burden and the dan- 
gers of deficit financ- 
ing, a lot was made 
of systemic changes 
like direct democracy 
and even senate re- 
form. 

To his credit, 
Kevin Avram under- 
stood the simple wis- 


Regina LeaderPost 
September 1990 


[oe 
@@The group is 
becoming both 

an instigator and 
leader of a grow- 
ing taxpayers’ re- 
volt. 


Calgary Herald 
April 1993 
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Impact Packaging. 
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Promoting the responsible and efficient use of tax dollars 


First, in the 29 years 
months | SEDCO has been in opera- 
t $47 | tion, its record has bee 
tty at best. 
and 90s in 


Secondly, despite the | ment is already broke, and 
- | few success stories, | setting deeper and deeper 


situation is too risky 
should the govern: 
tra 


AUSTRAK 
a a 


that government subsidies | 


dom in the saying, 
“you can’t save the 
world if you can’t pay 
the rent.” Good in- 
tentions alone would 
not sustain the move- 
ment, Kevin’s expe- 
rience with the West- 
ern Canadian Wheat 
Growers and Canadi- 
an Federation of In- 
dependent Business 
enabled him to set up 
a field service repre- 
sentative structure 
that — along with di- 
rect mail and web 
contributions — re- 
mains in place today. 
They are the foot 
soldiers of our move- 
ment. By raising 


Supplement 


May/June °93 


cern because the govern- | TS 


better | in debt. ‘ventures but all that hap- 

pens is taxpayers are left 
for its on the hook for even more 
av. | Money to can 


In short, the govern- 


if 
< SEDCO Sie lh 


What politicians call | fo 


‘economic development”, 
0th s 


asted. | 
fe need to be reminded | 


$1,700,000 | 


funds, engaging the 
grassroots, distribut- 
ing materials and col- 
lecting petitions, they 
grew the organiza- 
tion. 

On the communi- 
cations side, week- 
ly commentaries 
called Let’s Talk Tax- 
es (LTTs) were sent 
(by mail no less!) to 
local newspapers 
and media person- 
alities. Several small 
town papers began to 
run the editorials as 
a regular feature. Al- 
though significant- 
ly expanded and now 
sent by e-mail, our 
six offices across the 


After millions of tax dollars went down the drain 
in failed government business ventures, a CTF 


TAXPAYER 


campaign 
successfully 
shut down the 
Saskatchewan 
Economic 
Development 
Corporation in 
192s. 


country continue to 
send out LTTs each 
week. 

Another lasting 
practice was the es- 
tablishment of a 
newsletter called The 
Taxpayer. Made 
up of four 82x 11 
pages, volume one, 
number one, was dat- 
ed “Summer 1989” 
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and offered a cov- 
er story on the pri- 
vatization of Sas- 
katchewan’s potash 
mines. It also report- 
ed the currently fa- 
miliar array of waste- 
ful spending includ- 
ing a $13,500 Cana- 
da Council grant for 
a study titled: “Yard 
Art: The Social Value 
of Lawn Ornaments.” 
Current publications 
director Dean Smith 
came to work for the 
CTF in 1991 and 
moved the publica- 
tion to a newspaper- 
style broad sheet. 

Also, the CTF 
would issue news re 
leases, offer media 
comment and make 
speakers available 
at events. In the ear- 
ly years, economists 
Morley Evans, Dr. 
Chris Gerrard and 
Robin Richardson 
provided research, 
articles and submis- 
sions to government. 
Craig Docksteader 
worked in three prov- 
inces in various ca- 
pacities, Todd Dia- 
kow worked in two. 
Gail Radford-Ross 
in one. However, the 
most significant hir- 
ing during this peri- 
od was that of Jason 
Kenney in 1991, who 
would head up opera- 
tions in Alberta. 

More resourc- 
es and staff led toa 


By Ashley Geddes 
"EDMONTON — Premier Ralph Klei lein proposal 


number of ER 
largely centered in 
Saskatchewan and 
Alberta. The most 
visible were a series 
of “Axe The Tax” ral- 
lies in opposition to 
the GST. The CTF 
and its precursor or- 
ganizations held ral- 
lies in Edmonton, 
Weyburn, Lloyd- 
minster, Assiniboia, 
Kindersley and Ed- 
son. In every instance 
halls were packed, 
and high profile 
speakers such as Roy 
Romanow and Pres- 
ton Manning (yes, on 
the same podium!) 
were in attendance. 
Of course rallies 
were largely an ex- 
ercise in futility be- 
cause the decision to 
impose the GST had 
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Klein: vows to scrap pensions 


already been cast. It 
made the relevance 
of a taxpayers organ- 
ization that would 
be pro-active rath- 
er than reactive that 
much more impor- 
tant. Such would be 
the case five years lat- 
er in 1995. 
Meanwhile, pe- 
tition-driven cam- 
paigns built our 
presence in provin- 
cial capitals. In Sas- 
katchewan, we fought 
against severance 


CTF founding director the late Bob Matheson poses with over 30,000 
petitions demanding 
change to MLA pensions in 
Alberta. The pension plan 
was ended April 30, 1993. 


pack- 
ages for 
MLAs and 
saw them 
ended in 
Febru- 
ary 1991. 
We fought 
against 
what we 
dubbed 
the Clean 
Office Policy which al- 
lowed defeated or re- 
tiring MLAs to keep 
all their taxpayer-pro- 
vided office furnish- 
ings and equipment. 
That practice end- 
ed December 1992. 
We opposed the Sas- 
katchewan Econom- 
ic Development Cor- 
poration which lost 
millions in handouts 
to businesses and it 
was closed in the fall 
of 1993. Finally, we 
petitioned for a refer- 


ment's matched 


@@The CTF aims to become an effective ‘common’ (as op- 
posed to special) interest group, expressing the frustra- 
tions not of an angry minority, but of a furious majori- 


ty.99 


Peter C. Newman 


Maclean’s magazine 


August 1993 
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@6lt's like a Playboy magazine 


for taxpayers. Titillating, eyebrow 


raising, a bit shocking. The pag- 
es of The Taxpayer are bounti- 
ful with information and numbers 
that rivet attention. 99 


@6@In the battle 
of good and evil, 
waged daily over 
our tax dollars, 
the Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation has 
emerged as 

the country’s 
most persistent, 
intelligent 

and tireless 
champion. The 
CTF deserves our 
thanks.9® 


-- John Gormley, 
Talkshow host 
Newstalk 620/980 
Saskatchewan 


Vancouver Sun 
1992 


Over 


Promo 


Taxes keep 
getting higher 
and higher... 


the years, governments 
are tasted order es 


HE TAXPAYE 


oting the responsible and efficient use of tax dollars 


Is government borrowing 
driving us into the poor house? 


THE TAXPAYER 


f 


endum on a balanced 


budget law which was 
put forward to vot- 
ers concurrent with 
the 1991 Saskatche- 
wan election and sup- 
ported by 80% of the 
voters. 

In Alberta, a very 
high profile ‘war’ was 
waged against the 
most generous pension 
plan in the country — 
that of course being re- 
served for Members 
of the Legislature. In 
what was perhaps the 
defining moment in 
the organization’s ear- 
ly years, CTF Alberta 
director Jason Kenney 


squared off — toe-to- 
toe — in a heated ex- 
change on the subject 
with Premier Ralph 
Klein in the hallway 
of the provincial legis- 
lature for all the press 
gallery to witness. Not 
only did it confirm our 
non-partisanship, it es- 
tablished the CTF as 
having an aggressive, 
in-your-face tone of 
advocacy which re- 
mains today. Oh yes, 
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Dec °92 


the MLA pen- 
sion plan in Al- 
berta was abol- 
ished April 30, 
1993. 

In both Sas- 
katchewan and 
Alberta, suc- 
cessful petition 
drives also led to 
the implementa- 
tion of Free- 

dom of Infor- 
mation laws, 
so that the 
closed doors 
of govern- 
ment would 
be opened 
_ for taxpay- 
ers to look 


_ while sup- 
port- 

er num- 
= bers and 
victories 

mounted, expan- 
sion was in the works. 
An office was opened 
in Victoria in the fall 
of 1992 and Peter Hol- 
le opened a Winnipeg 
office in 1993. Also in 
1993, Paul Pagnuelo 
began a four-year ten- 
ure as a volunteer di- 
rector and spokesman 
in Ontario. 

Old photos re- 
mind us of how mod- 
est our beginnings re- 
ally were. The first 
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The Canadian Taxpayers Conference in 1993 attracted 400 delegates and 


featured speakers from around 
the world including former 
Labour Finance Minister Sir 
Roger Douglas of New Zealand 
(pictured) and Proposition 13 
leader Joel Fox of California. 


CTF office was donat- 
ed by Norm Baker at 
1315 Scarth Street in 
Regina. And like the 
office in Victoria, shag 
carpet and panelling 
brought a whole new 
meaning to the term 
‘grassroots’! 

The final event in 
these early years was 
the Canadian Taxpay- 
ers Conference. Yours 
truly was hired to work 
out of our Edmonton 
office in 1992 to or- 
ganize a national tax- 
payers conference with 
the theme /t’s Your Re- 
sponsibility. In oth- 
er words, only citizens 
themselves could take 
control of the fiscal 
and democratic future 
of their country. 

The event was held 


We petitioned 
fora 
referendum on 


in Calgary in 
January 1993 
and was attend- 
ed by over 400 
people. Interna- 
tional speakers 
included Cali- 
fornia Propo- 
sition 13 lead- 
er Joel Fox and former 
Labour Finance Minis- 
ter from New Zealand, 
Sir Roger Douglas. 


Kevin Avram left 
the organization in the 
fall of 1993 and a new 
chapter for the organi- 
zation was opened.m 


On October 21st 


Vote (X) YES 


Balanced Budget 


Legislation 4 


a balanced budget law eae was a ee i voters eonetnont with the 
1991 Saskatchewan election and supported by 80% of the voters. 
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attention — 
including by 


Martin — to 


petitions in 
support of 

a balanced 
budget law. 


then Finance 
Minister Paul 


the country’s 
growing debt 
crisis. Below: 
former Sask. 
Director Moira 
Wright gathers 
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“Taxpayers are now in a better position to organize opposition to tax 


increases.” -Jason Kenney, November 1994 


By 1994 deficits 
had become public 
issue number one. A 
year earlier, the CTF 
had commissioned 
the construction 
of a massive debt 
clock — 12 feet long, 
8-and-a-half feet high 
with changeable face- 
plates for the feder- 
al and each provin- 
cial government. The 
clock displayed the 
per-second increase 
in debt along with 
increasing debt for 
the average family of 
four. The clock was 
toured around the 


@@This taxpayer group is mobilizing 
fast and represents Canadians 
in every nook and cranny of the 


country. gS 


country relentlessly 
and made headlines 
everywhere it went. 
While there were 
still some in govern- 
ment who thought 
the debt was no big 
deal, for the most 
part, the debate in- 
creasingly turned to 
not whether budg- 


From coast to coast, the CTF’s debt clock drew 


Toronto Sun 
February 1994 


ets should be bal- 
anced, but rather 
how budgets should 
be balanced. And 
herein lies the begin- 
ning of the campaign 
that would elevate 
the CTF to national 
prominence. 

In the fall of 1994 
the House of Com- 
mons Finance Com- 
mittee and sever- 
al politicians were 


1994 10 1996 


When the federal government public- 

ly mused about tax increases in the 1995 
federal budget, the CTF led by former di- 
rector Jason Kenney launched a nation- 
wide counter attack that would elevate the 
organization to national prominence. 


the seats. 
But fill the seats 
they did. 
floating trial bal- took its most ambi- The first rally Feb- 
loons about sever- tious campaign ever: ruary 1, 1995 in Kel- 
al new or increased a national effort op- owna, BC attracted 
taxes aimed at elimi- —_ posing ANY tax in- 800 people. A single 
nating the deficit, in- _ creases in the 1995 mother at a micro- 


cluding — wait for it federal budget. Some phone in tears over 
—a“temporary” def of that planning was _the tax burden made 
icit reduction sur- nerve-racking, We the national evening 
tax. Never mind that hooked large halls news. From there 
changes had gone for rallies across the the campaign took 
from 26 1-Dillion in country and worried on a life of its own. 


1983 to $121-billion ; ; 
i 1908 — and ihe that no one would fill By the time the ral- 


efit actually got 


worse! 
It was at this point @@The dearth of new taxes may be the result of an 


that the CTF under- unprecedented grassroots protest that began in the West 
and steamrolled East. Some 
" 17,000 ordinary people 
turned up in February at 
anti-tax rallies from Victoria 
to Halifax, they swore and 
shed tears in gyms and town 
halls. They organized not in 
reaction but in pre-action. 
And by the time they’d drawn 
their lines in the snowy 
landscape of a Canadian 
winter, Parliament Hill was 
encircled, feeling the full 
force of people power.99 


Vancouver Sun 
February 1995 
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@@The CTF is an 
amazing phenom- 
enon, whose re- 
cent success in 
promoting tax 
and expenditure 
limits represents 
the ultimate para- 
digm shift in pol- 
itics — from the 
top-down, trust 
me old politics to 
the politicians do- 
as-you re-told new 
politics. 98 


Financial Post 
June 1995 


lies reached Ontario, 
crowds were topping 
3,000. 

Liberal backbench 
MP Dennis Mills said 
that “Cana- 


@@The Federation has stormed onto the national 
scene establishing itself as perhaps the most potent 
pressure group of the new politics. 99 


CBC Radio Profile 
February 1995 


payers Feder- 

ation has suc- 
ceeded in pre- 
venting major 
tax increases in 


dians would 
roll over 
for a tax in- 
crease.” He 
was wrong! 
In all, 
some 
20,000 Ca- 
nadians 
from coast 


to coast had aT 


participated 
in 19 TaxA- 
lert Rallies 
and a quar- 
ter-million 
signature 
petition was 
delivered to 
Paul Mar- 
tin before 
he delivered 
his budget 
on February 
27, 1995. 
When it 
was all said 
and done a 
CBC report- 
er looked in 
the camera 
and said 
“the Cana- 
dian Tax- 


By Ashley Ford 
tf Report, 
= or 
b ' 
- Canadian Taxpayers As: 


Finance Minist 
er Paul 
hink about raising oe 
Satan iz ioc 


SOciation hasa 


Lanigan ts 
flock to pro 
na, Hoo) 
of next mant 


‘0 More t 
mess 
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In 1995 and 1996, the CTF ran billboard, newspaper and television ads in 


support of pro- 
vincial balanced 
budget and tax- 
payer protection 
laws. 


this year’s budget.” 
To be sure, there was 
the usual array of 
nickel and dime in- 
creases, but nothing 
like what was being 
proposed. And noth- 
ing like what would 
have happened had 
we done nothing. 

The campaign 
earned the CTF head- 
lines across the coun- 
try and even inter- 
nationally. Suddenly, 
what the CTF did and 
said beyond the bor- 
ders of Alberta and 
Saskatchewan mat- 
tered. 


logical solu- 
tion to the def- 
icit crisis was 


balanced budget 
laws. Federally, and 
in each of the prov- 
inces the CTF went to 
work drafting model 


legislation that 
would broadly 
do three things: 
1) require the 


budget be bal- PREVENT DEFIGITS. 


anced by law, UPPORT B 

2) impose fi- BUDGET Lae ceo t 
nancial pen- ; ; 
alties on pol- — 
iticians for 


non-compli- 
ance, and 3) 
require vot- 
er approval 
for new or in- 
creased tax- 


MANITOBA 


es. 


vari- 
ations of bal- _—_ British Co- 

anced budget/ lumbia, Alberta and 
taxpayer pro- Saskatchewan, the 


tection leg- first real victory came 
islation were in Manitoba. That 
enacted in province’s law — not 
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@@A storm of revolt is blowing from the West and it’s pos- 
sible there will be showers of discomfort for Atlantic Can- 
ada’s politicians. 98 


perfect — met all 
three conditions list- 
ed above and includ- 
ed a mandatory debt 
retirement schedule. 
Then-Premier Gary 
Filmon, introduced 
the law prior to the 
1995 provincial elec- 
tion in that province 
and successfully cam- 
paigned on it. The 
CTF ran aggressive 
TV and billboard ads 
— Stop Fiscal Child 
Abuse — during the 
campaign that sup- 
ported its implemen- 


Moncton Telegraph Journal 


August 1994 


tation regardless of 
which party formed 
government. 

We challenged all 
provinces with the 
Manitoba template, 
especially during 
election campaigns. 
During the Ontario 
provincial election 
in 1995 for example, 
Mike Harris signed 
the CTF’s Taxpay- 
er Protection Pledge 
that committed a gov- 
ernment elected un- 
der his leadership to 
enact comprehensive 


Jason Kenney presents the CTF’s TaxFighter Award to 
former CTF-Ontario volunteer director Paul Pagnuelo 


(L) for his tireless 
dedication and 
advancement 

of taxpayer 
emancipation. 


taxpayer protection 
legislation. After be- 
ing elected, we need- 
ed to remind him 
more than once of his 
pledge. 

Fast forward to 
2010 and most of 
these laws have been 
weakened or elimi- 
nated — but make no 
mistake, they were 
central to govern- 
ments getting their 
fiscal houses in order 
in the more sensibly 
governed decade of 
the 1990s. 


he CTF had an 
incredibly tal- 
ented team of 


spokespeople and re- 
searchers in place 
during this period. 
Paul Pagnuelo in On- 
tario, Peter Holle 

in Manitoba, Moira 
Wright in Saskatch- 


19414 401946 


In 1995, the CTF flooded the lawn of Parliament Hill with 242 plastic pigs 
symbolizing the number of MPs who refused to opt-out of the gold-plat- 
ed MP pension plan. The stunt earned front page 

coverage in major 

dailies across the > 8 Bee 


sauminy indlucting HE GLOB 


AND MA 


4 Ae R&S ee ee 


the May 31st is- 
sue of The Globe 
and Mail. 


ewan, James Forrest 
and Mitch Gray in Al- 
berta, Robert Pau- 
liszyn and myself in 
British Columbia. 
Jason Kenney then 
working out of Ed- 
monton held the posi- 
tion of president. 

One thing this 
group had was a 
knack for coming up 
with clever stunts — 
especially on MP pen- 
sions. One time the 
CTF delivered over- 
sized mock pension 
cheques to selected ] 
federal cabinet minis- 
ters across the coun- 
try. But that was : 
nothing compared to Be 


MF Davi ERSON MP, 
é 


eS ss 


- \ ~eel cansovan AY 
\ A t. 


Feoe RATION 


f 


nent Hill is treal yesterday. 
t Hill is a play pig-pen for Irina Statch of Mont ‘ 
rs planed the pink porkers in protest against a pill amending the 
ied by a Commons panel. Story, Page A4. (TOM HANSON/}Canadian Press) 


a ennai 
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@@The premier 
announced that 
anti-loan legisla- 
tion would be in- 
troduced as early 
as 1996. Most sig- 
nificant, however, 
Mr. Klein assured 
reporters the leg- 
islation would 

be framed by the 
[CTF] virtually as- 
suring it will have 
few, if any loop- 


holes. 
Alberta Report 
September 1995 


the infamous ‘pink 
pig brigade’. 

After years of pub- 
lic outrage over the 
generosity of MP pen- 
sions the federal gov- 
ernment introduced 
Bill C-85 in 1995. It 
would modify the plan 
slightly, but still offer 
a benefit accrual rate 
twice the legal limit 
under the Income Tax 
Act of Canada. 

When Bill C-85 
was in the commit- 
tee stage, only hand- 
picked experts were 
allowed in to testify. 
Outraged, the CTF 
wanted to draw atten- 
tion to ‘bean counters 
but no hell raisers al- 
lowed’. 

So then-Ontario di- 
rector Paul Pagnuelo 
contacted the Ontario 
Hog Producers Asso- 
ciation with the inten- 
tion of getting some 
hogs loaded onto 
the back of a flatbed 
pick-up and driving 
them down Welling- 
ton Street with a bull- 


Congratulations CTF on 20 years 
of fighting for freedom! 


CANADIAN 
CONSTITUTION 
FOUNDATION 


CanadianConstitutionF oundation.ca 


John Carpay 
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@61 don't remember electing the CTF 
But any time [they] suggest cutting a 
government program or lowering a 
tax, the government caves in.99 


horn to draw atten- 
tion to taxpayers be- 
ing shut out of these 
hearings. 

Such an unusu- 
al request resulted in 
an emergency board 
meeting of the Hog 
Producers Associa- 
tion who called back 
the next day to say 
“No, we're sorry ... 
but we're tired of hav- 
ing our product and 
livelihood constantly 
associated with politi- 
cians.” 

So we found these 
pink plastic pigs at 
Canadian Tire with 
wonderful salacious 
smiles on their faces. 
We cleaned out almost 
every store in On- 
tario by purchasing 
242 of them — rep- 
resenting the number 
of MPs who had re- 
fused to opt-out of the 
MP pension plan — 
and placed them on 
the front lawn of the 
federal parliament. 
The picture made the 
front page of almost 
every major daily in 
the country. And, we 
got into the hearings 


Audrey Cormac 
Alberta Federation of Labour 
September 1995 


to boot! 

But while federal 
politicians proved an 
intransigent bunch, 
provincial politicians 
were responding. In 
Ontario, Manitoba 
and British Colum- 
bia, compensation re- 
view panels were es- 
tablished that accept- 
ed CTF recommen- 
dations almost verba- 
tim. Governed by the 
principles of transpar- 
ency, fairness and ac- 
countability, fully tax- 
able salaries and self- 
funding pension plans 
were put in place. 

Another significant 
victory involved a 
campaign in the prov- 
ince of Alberta to end 
government grants 
and loans to private 
businesses. 

The CTF had been 
documenting literal- 
ly billions of dollars 
the Alberta govern- 
ment had poured into 
business ventures, all 
in a failed Soviet-style 
attempt to ‘diversify’ 
the economy. 

With the 1996 pas- 
sage of the Business 


Financial Assistance 
Limitation Act Alber- 
ta became the first 
province in Canada 
to prohibit new loans 
and guarantees from 
being issued without 
the passage of specif- 
ic legislation — ensur- 
ing full public debate 
before tax dollars can 
be sunk into anything. 
The legislation would 
serve as a template 
for future CTF ‘corpo- 
rate welfare’ battles. 
Structurally, the 
CTF consolidated the 
confusing patchwork 
of provincial associa- 
tions into one nation- 
al federation with one 
board of directors 
with representation 
from across the coun- 
try. A new CTF logo 
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@@The Federation has become one of the province's — if 
not the country’s — most effective interest groups. 99 


was also adopted dur- 
ing this period. 

In 1996, before he 
left the organization, 
Jason Kenney attend- 
ed the World Taxpay- 
ers Conference in Bu- 
dapest, Hungary to 
receive an award for 
our work in advanc- 
ing taxpayer protec- 
tion legislation. The 


CTF joined Taxpayers 
Associations Interna- 
tional in 1992 and as- 
sisted the Hungarians 
in developing a taxpay- 
er organization in their 
country. So in addition 
to receiving the award, 
we were delighted to 
see a vibrant taxpayer 
organization emerge in 
Hungary.= 


BC Business magazine 
July 1996 


Jason Kenney (front left) received recognition from Tax- 
payers Associations International at their 1996 meeting 
in Budapest, Hungary for the CTF’s work in successfully 
advancing taxpayer protection laws. 
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“In the post-deficit era, it’s more important than ever that governments 
prioritize their spending...the CTF will be there to frame the debate and 
drive the agenda.”-Walter Robinson, June 2002 


1997 marked the [II 


first balanced feder- 3 7 
al budget in nearly With the opening of an Ottawa of- 
three decades. Sever- fice and hiring of Walter Robinson, 


al provinces had also the CTF entered a new era of influ- 


balanced their budg- ence on the fed- 
ets and more were eral scene. 


coming on stream 

with legislation out- 

lawing future deficits. S0-called budgetary 
And while debt re- SuUrpluses: cut taxes 


payment remained or increase spending. 
an issue, the fis- The CTF was well 
cal policy debate in- positioned and well 


creasingly focused in organized to enter 
on what to do with the fray. We estab- 
lished what would 


Ss 
winning web site at 
@@The CTF has a great site ... for 


www.taxpayer.com 
starters, look at the CTF’s great URL: and changed our 
www.taxpayer.com. Clearly somebody #@gship publication 
was thinking when that domain was The Taxpayer from 


a broadsheet 
snapped up. format to a 


The site itself | sso 6. more reader  adopteda 
is strong on in- jection and distribu- _ fresh, activist slogan: 
formation and a acres “fighting for taxpay- 

: . y maga- ers”. 
light on a zine as it re- And fight we did. 
mos, making mains today. But this time from 
the surfexpe- | eri a We start- an even closer van- 
rience quick ai ote ed sending _tage point. 
and effective. monthly is- In 1997 — after 


rates sues and ac- hearing our support- 
tion updates ers loud and clear — 


to our sup- the CTF opened an 


In other words, 
a visitor gets a 
big bang for his 


Slick here 


a | Sinaem ee ie cet e ait porters via Ottawa office. Much 
time.99 parurane | ‘orto naw anton — fax and e- of the period span- 
Hill Times trata & .y A mail called ning 1997-2003 is 

February 1998 Fe 7 al TaxAction and defined by the work 
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and leadership of our 
first federal director 
Walter Robinson who 
established the CTF’s 
presence in the na- 
tion’s capital. 

Our message on 
the emerging budg- 
et debate was simple: 
pay down debt and 
cut taxes. Not one 
penny of new spend- 


ing could be justified 
so long as the federal 
government contin- 

ued to spend billions 


on unnecessary pro- 
grams. Chief among 
them: corporate wel- 
fare. 

Walter, soon after 
joined by research 
director Bruce Win- 
chester, quickly es- 
tablished credibili- 
ty with a two volume 
corporate welfare 


study detailing some 
$11-billion in loans 
and grants to some 
of Canada’s 

largest, most prof- 
itable corporations. 
Four more reports 
would follow. 

Being in the na- 
tion’s capital paid 
quick dividends. 
The corporate wel- 
fare reports, 

for example, 
were initiated 
in part from 
anonymous 
information 
obtained via 
a ‘brown en- 
velope.’ It ap- 
pears even 
bureaucrats 
were sickened 
by Ottawa’s 
spending ap- 
petite. More- 
over, being in 
Ottawa gave 
us ready me- 
dia access and 
the ability to 
respond and 
organize quickly. 

In 2000, for ex- 
ample, when the fed- 
eral government an- 
nounced a $20-mil- 
lion bailout pack- 
age for the NHL — 
subsidizing 21-year 
old millionaires on 
skates — the CTF or- 
ganized the “Great 
Canadian Puck-off” 
urging Canadians to 
send the prime min- 
ister a hockey puck 


‘Money ™=® 


stating that tax- 
payers don't 
wish to play the 
subsidy game. 
On the very 
next day, the 
federal minis- 
ter responsible 
— tail between 
legs — held a 
press confer- 
ence to with- 
draw the pack- 
age. 

The latter 
part of the 90’s 
were a peri- 


down 
the 
drain 


Taxpayers group 
blasts federal 
‘corporate welfare’ 


By DANIEL LEBLANC 


Industry Canada is pouring hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars into “cor- 
porate welfare” loans even though his- 

| tory shows it will n never get the money 
! baq Davers Federa- 


od where long- 
held CTF posi- 
tions became 
very much 

a part of the 
mainstream. 
Proposals for 
balanced budg- 
et laws, for 
example, no 
longer caused 
laughter and 
derision. And 


debates on list 
tax cuts Pr >rofitable f giants t fons 
were aie bums’ 
es ‘Corpor aStiB 
about 
eae freeloa ded Si ie 
er we = ge es 
should  ——~ 
have them 
and more about what Sas 
kind of tax cuts we @@The CTF 
epee yey a : punches above its 
only were politicians ; 
— especially provin- weight. 69 

; Sdiod Robert Greenhill 
cially — campaigning Sresident. 
on tax relief, but they Bombardier 
were winning. International Group 

To be sure, govern- April 2001 


6 Tax Tages: 
from a fringe is- 
sue nurtured by 
bodies such as 
the Canadian Tax- 
payers Federation 
... it has become 
both more main- 
stream and pas- 
sionate.@® 


National Post 
April 1999 


increasing- 
ly deceptive. 
While giving 
income tax 
relief with 
one hand, 
payroll 
tax hikes, 
bracket 
creep and various 
fees were taking with 
the other. 

In the fall of 1998 
the CTF launched the 
first of two nation- 
al CUT TAXES NOW! 
campaigns aimed at 


eliminating two fed- 
eral surtaxes, end- 
ing bracket creep 
and implementing an 
across-the-board ten 
per cent reduction 

in income taxes. El- 
ements of the cam- 
paign included a pe- 
tition drive, billboard 
advertising and a 
commissioned re- 
port on the impact of 
bracket creep. 

In 1999 we were 
even more creative, 
wheeling in 9,413 
loonies at the press 


conference launch to 
visually demonstrate 
the impact bracket 
creep has had on the 
average wage earner 
over the past decade. 
We also announced 
an online tax cut peti- 
tion dubbed the “Bil- 
lion-Byte March.” 

In the end, our ef- 
forts were reward- 
ed when Paul Martin 
rose in the House of 
Commons on Febru- 
ary 28, 2000 to an- 
nounce that bracket 
creep was dead. No, 


Ata 1999 press conference, former federal director Wal- 
ter Robinson shows off 9,413 loonies representing the 


impact of brack- 
et creep taxation 
on the average 
wage earner. We 
also launched 
our first major 
on-line petition 


dubbed the “Bil- 
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killed bracket-creep 


consultant Hay 


eration into a respe 
pbinson 
al 


x 
e man who 


1 the Canadian Ta. 


+} ps } 
ares isformed 


| Walter Robinson has trar 


xpayers Fed 


the magi 


TOM BRODBECK 
Legislature Reporter 


Canada’s income tax b 
rackets 
haven't been updated si 
ated si 
even though mee ES, 


taxpayers did not get 
everything they de- 
served in that budget 
and no, the CTF was 
not alone in calling 
for an end to brack- 
et creep. But as even 
Paul Martin himself 
stated, no organiza- 
tion played a larger 
role than the CTF in 
ending this insidious 
back door tax. 


K et-cree 


in, the boyish- 
MJ director of 
of] Taxpapers 
*the past 
ing in his 
4) Na kil for. 
fin dated just a 
et, in 


- who 
tpolicy process, 
tand suggesting 
fites. "Nowhere 
is ole 

{Canadians 

ig support 


much like 


e too quic 
ec 


ause the 


Annual 
Events/Ontario 


he CTF was or- 

ganized as it had 
never been before. 
We finally had a full 
time CEO in Ken Azz- 
opardi to oversee op- 
erations. It allowed 
everyone in the or- 
ganization to focus 
on their areas of ex- 
pertise. In addition 

to Walter 


ins heyday in 


Walter Robinson, head of the CTF, w 
sure no phone, calls 90. uemete" 


the 


and Bruce 
in Ottawa, 
Mitch Gray 
worked in 
Alberta, 
Mark Milke 
in British Colum- 
bia (who transferred 
from Alberta), Rich- 
ard Truscott in Sas- 
katchewan and Vic- 
tor Vrsnik in Mani- 
toba. Dean Smith re- 
mained our in-house 
webmaster, desk-top 


Canada on ‘the tax-cut freeway’ 


Budget lowers personal, corporate levies; kills 


for hundreds of thousands of Canadi- - lion in tax relief within five years, in- 
ans every year, 
“This is a taxnayer’s budget,” ap- 


By ERIC BEAUCHESNE 


Finance Minister Paul Martin deliv- 
and corno- 


“> sarennal 


cluding a reductio: 


aad nthe 


tax rate to 23 from 26 per cent. 
‘The h--4d~-4 -1-4 -. ae = 


‘bracket creep’ 


rent $60,000. 
Despite the relief granted to taxpay- 
ers, overall federal government spend- 
ao s+ hillian to $11¢.< billion 


n in the middle-class 


25 


eral debt of $576 billion. 

he most surprising development 
of the day was Mr. Martin’s move to 
wipe out “bracket creep,” the process 
whereby Canadians slowly drift into 
higher tax brackets bécause of - 


inflatinsae- incresce 
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@@The CTF has been at the forefront ... of activist Canadians ... Nowhere is 
this more evident than in the leading role the Federation played in educating 
Canadians about bracket creep and building support for re-indexation of the 
tax system. The Federation is to be commended for what it has been able to 
accomplish over its relatively brief existence. 9® 


Paul Martin 
Minister of Finance 
April 2000 


| publisher and edi- Inaugurated in al event also got its 


tor of The Taxpayer. 1999, “The Teddies” start in 1999. Held 


@@ The Canadian Mitch Gray was re- are a mock Oscars each May, Gas Tax 
Taxpayers Feder- placed by John Car- ceremony that hon- Honesty Day blows 
ation led the fight pay in 2001. our the best of the the whistle on gov- 
Ken Azzopardi had worst in high tax- ernment tax goug- 
to end [bracket] a couple visions for es and government ing at the pumps. Un- 
creep. 99 the CTF: one was to —_— waste. Held each year beknownst to most 
Panomanson a expand into Ontario at a black tie news consumers, half the 
February 2000 ; . 
and the other was conference in Ottawa, pump price of gas- 
to brand ourselves a golden pig is award- _oline is tax! Worse, 
by creating annual ed federally, provin- less than 5% of the 
events that would be _ cially and for “life- $5-billion collected 
recognized across the — time achievement.” by the federal govern- 
country. Another annu- ment in 1999 in gas- 


oline taxes was put 
back into our road- 
ways. The CTF’s cam- 
paign fights for low- 
er and dedicated fuel 
taxes including an 
end to the insidious 
practice of applying 


Inaugurated in 
1999, “The Ted- 
dies” are a mock 
Oscars cere- 
mony that hon- 
our the best of 
the worst in high 


Rt. Hon, : 
Jean Chrétien, Cente City of Winnipeg taxes and gov- 


Canada Firearms 


ee a an : 
Prime Minister of (aka: billion dollar $1 million toilet 


Canada oun regia ernment waste. 
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Former Manitoba director Victor Vrsnik holds a press conference in the inau- 


GST to fuel taxes! 

Related to these 
annual events is the 
CTF’s TaxFighter 
Award which hon- 
ours a Canadian 
who has demonstrat- 
ed outstanding com- 
mitment to the cause 
of taxpayer emanci- 
pation. The award 
has been received by 
founding CTF board 
director the late Bob 
Matheson, CTF vol- 
unteer extraordinaire 
Paul Pagnuelo, Cal- 
gary-based radio talk 
show host Dave Ru- 
therford, National 
Post columnist Lorne 
Gunter and former 
Ontario premier Mike 
Harris for his pas- 
sage of taxpayer pro- 
tection legislation. 

As for expan- 
sion into Ontario, 


“= ™~ 


our CEO’s vision 
came to fruition 
with the 2002 hir- 
ing of former Na- 
tional Post edito- 
rial writer John 
Williamson. John 
went straight to work 
coordinating a radio 
ad campaign in op- 
position to the cost- 
ly and unnecessary 
Kyoto Protocol, or- 
ganizing a successful 
campaign that killed 
a proposed 25% pay 
raise for Ontario’s 
provincial politicians 
and releasing a re- 
port card on Ontar- 
io’s municipalities 
that compared civic 
spending. 

Fast forward to the 
2003 Ontario elec- 
tion campaign, John 
managed to get the 
signatures of both 


Picking Our Poc 


gural year of Gas Tax Hones- 
ty Day. Every year since 1999, 
the CTF has blown the whistle 
on government tax gouging 

at the pumps and reported on 
how governments’ spend gas 
tax revenues. 


Who’s Really : 
kets 


then-Ontar- 
io Premier Er- 
nie Eves and 
Liberal lead- 
er Dalton 
McGuinty 

— amid un- 
precedent- 

ed media fan- 
fare — on the 
CTF’s Tax- 
payer Protec- 
tion Prom- 

ise that com- 
mitted each leader to 
uphold the province’s 
(CTF-inspired) Tax- 
payer Protection Act 
that outlawed deficits 
and required voter 
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Ee approval for tax 
hikes. 


@@WhentheCTF — asone TV 


THUMBS UP... to provincial Integrity. 
Commissioner Coulter Osborne, who yesterday 
nixed a 25% post-election pay raise for 
MPPs. Thumbs up, too, to the Canadi- 


speaks, I feel commentator put 


warned already. 
At least I used to 
in my old life.99 
Roy Romanow 
Former Sask. Pre- 
mier and head of the Roy- 
al Commission on the Fu- 


ture of Health Care 
March 2002 


it election night 
“the real winner 
in this election is 
the Canadian Tax- 
payers Federation. 
The group managed 
to get both parties to 
adopt their agenda.” 
The CTF was finally 
on the map in Ontar- 
io and one step clos- 
er to having a pres- 
ence in every corner 
of the country. 


Policy Change 

t the CTF’s annu- 

planning meet- 

ing in 2000 the com- 
munications staff 
identified three policy 
issues that were both 
central to our long 


term 
relevance at the 
turn of the century 
and to date, had not 
been adequately ad- 
dressed from a tax- 
payers’ prospective. 
They were: health 
care reform, shifting 
demographics and 
aboriginal policy. 
In September 
2001 Walter Robin- 
son authored and 
delivered The Pa- 


tient, The Condition, 


The Treatment, a 
comprehensive poli- 


cy paper that argued 


an Taxpayers Federation, for 
fighting hard against this outra-/ 


geous cash grab. 


THE PATIENT, Ti 
HE CON) 
THE TREATMENT ON 
ACT Rates meh and Po ston Paper 
September 2001 


time to end 

Canada’s ailing gov- 
ernment-run health 
care monopoly and 
allow for private sec- 
tor competition and 


it was 
GLOBAL WARMING peas 
Lobby group warns Kyoto ‘iunding 
will send ue = SOAFING Roy Ro- 


~f annual greenhouse gas emissions — Tike S 
ino fossil inl ike lik 


By Karte JAIMET 
Southam Newspap 


€ach Praia’ day, it has 
Viou, 
8S really o meee ral 


‘ tification of 
the 
Ro reduce its preenpybiads 
us 
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During the 2003 Ontario election cam- 


paign the CTF got the signatures of 
both then-Ontario premier Ernie Eves 
and Liberal leader Dalton McGuinty — 
amid unprecedented media fanfare — 


on the CTF’s Taxpayer Protection Prom- 


ise that committed each leader to up- 
hold the province’s (CTF-inspired) Tax- 


payer Protection Act that outlawed defi- 
cits and required voter approval for tax 


hikes. 


was appointed to 
head a Royal Com- 
mission on health 
care, Walter spoke 
on the first day of 
testimony in Regina 
where Romanow 
commented he was 
moved by the “weight 
and passion” of our 
presentation. Ob- 
viously he wasn’t 
moved enough! 
Health care re- 
mains the largest 
spending envelope 
for governments in 
the country with no 
end in sight. Dump- 
ing more tax dollars 
into the same system 
is a failed policy that 
the CTF continues to 
combat in the prov- 
inces and federally. 
As for shifting de- 
mographics, pay-as- 
you-go heath care 
and social security 
programs (like OAS 
and GIS) are not sus- 
tainable as fewer and 


fewer taxpayers sup- 
port an aging pop- 
ulation. The CTF’s 
health care paper 
proposed models of 
pre-funding as dida 
CTF-commissioned 
paper on Canada 
Pension Plan reform 
released in 2004. 

Finally, aborigi- 
nal policy. For years, 
largely under the ini- 
tiative and leadership 
of Richard Truscott, 
the CTF blazed a po- 
litically incorrect 
trail: speaking out 
against waste and 
corruption on Indian 
reserves, costly court 
decisions and the po- 
tential implications of 
treaty settlements. 

In 1999, the CTF 
successfully gained 
intervener status in 
a seminal court bat- 
tle that would deter- 
mine the equality of 
Canadian taxpayers. 
At issue was Treaty 
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8 Indian Gordon Be- 
noit who claimed an 
oral promise made to 
his ancestors in 1899 
exempted him and 
all Treaty 8 Indians 
from having to pay 
any tax, for all time, 
anywhere in Canada. 
The implications of a 
decision in Benoit’s 
favour were obvious: 


@@The Canadian Taxpayers Federa- 
tion ... has achieved political leverage 
out of all proportion to its numerical 
strength. Politicians compete to win 
the federation’s moral seal of approv- 
al. McGuinty’s well-publicized signing 
of the pledge was treated as a political 


coup of monumental proportions.99 
Toronto Star 
September 2003 


199) te 2003 


Former Alberta director John Carpay (right) served as co-counsel in the CTF’s 


tor Tanis Fiss 


other Indian groups 
immediately start- 
ing lining up for their 
own all-inclusive tax 
exemption. 

Your CTF inter- 
vened in this case 
to argue what politi- 
cians would not: that 
a race-based tax ex- 
emption would vio- 
late equality provi- 
sions of the Charter, 
numerous interna- 
tional treaties, con- 
ventions against rac- 
ism and basic prin- 
ciples of fairness. If 
someone does not 
pay tax it should be- 
cause they are poor, 
not because of their 
racial ancestry. 

Nonetheless, a tri- 
al judge concluded 
in March 2002 that 
while there was no 
promise of a tax ex- 
emption, the crown 
must oblige because 
the Indians “be- 
lieved” there was one! 
Thankfully, the Fed- 
eral Court of Appeal 
overturned that deci- 
sion in June 2003. 

Not by design, but 
the CTF had become 
one of the country’s 
leading critics on ab- 
original policy. So in 


March 2002 
the CTF an- 
nounced crea- 
tion of its Cen- 
tre for Abo- 
riginal Poli- 

cy Change. A 
CTF and — for 
that matter — 
Canadian first, 
the Centre would be 

a full-time presence 
to monitor, research 
and offer alternatives 
to current aboriginal 
policy and court de- 
cisions. It was gov- 
erned by principles of 
support for individ- 
ual property rights, 
equality, self suffi- 
ciency and democrat- 
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ic and financial ac- 
countability. 

During her tenure, 
its director Tanis 
Fiss has authored 
and released four 
major position pa- 
pers. She appeared 
before both the Sen- 
ate and Commons 
Aboriginal Affairs 
Comunittee, met with 
then-Assembly of 


a “brighter, hea. 
y 


First Nations’ Chief 
Phil Fontaine, was 
regularly published 
and quoted in major 
media and frequently 
spoke at conferenc- 
es and events across 
the country. On April 
23, 2004 the Nation- 
al Post’s lead edito- 
rial was simply head- 
lined “Listen to Tanis 
Fiss.” 

Tanis left the or- 


lier this week, Paul Mar- 
Gaand most of his Cabinet 
met with 70 aboriginal 
leaders at an Ottawa a 
mit that he suggested wo 


ence we never forgot 
our provincial roots. 
The CTF has always 
been structured with 
spokespeople in the 
provincial capitals. 
It is easier to achieve 
victories there and 
then push the enve- 


ghts in the same way as 


ganization in late lope in oth- 
2006. Part Native er prov- 
herself, she always inces and 
handled this difficult federally. 
issue with unparal- Generally, 
leled dignity and pro- whenever 
fessionalism. Her leadership 
volume of work re- is demon- 
mains an important strated in 
CTF archive that will the prov- 
remain relevant for inces, Ot- 
years to come. tawa is 
bound to 
Former Saskatchewan Direc- 
tor Richard Truscott is set to be 
interviewed in January 2001 


by Bob Simon of CBS for a 60 . 
Minutes program on Canadian 
residential school payouts. 
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mitted a report to 
the Alberta Income 
Tax Review Commit- 
tee calling for sim- 
pler, lower and flat- 
ter income taxes. 

The four pillars of re- 
form called for an 
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@@The western 
influence in na- 
tional thought 
also shows 
through ... or- 
ganizations ... 
[such as] the Ca- 
nadian Taxpay- 
ers Federation's 
push for great- 
er fiscal responsi- 
bility on the part 
of governments, 
specifically bal- 
anced budgets. 

It received enor- 
mous publici- 

ty in the lead-up 
to the 1995 defi- 
cit-reducing fed- 
eral budget and 
received much of 
the credit in the 
media for the ab- 
sence of major 
tax increases in 
the budget.99 


David J. Rovinsky 
Centre for Strategic 
International Studies, 
Washington, DC. 

“The Ascendancy of 
Western Canada In Ca- 
nadian Policymaking.” 
July 1998 


end to bracket creep, 
a more generous ba- 
sic personal exemp- 
tion, a low single rate 
of income tax and an 
end to tax discrimi- 
nation based on mar- 
riage. Each would 
find their way into 
law. 

While success was 
less marked in oth- 
er parts of the coun- 
try, tax reviews were 
unfolding and taxpay- 
er-friendly gains were 
being made. 

It’s also at this 
time the CTF won a 
huge victory in Can- 
ada’s most populous 
province. You'll recall 
the CTF’s Taxpayer 
Protection Pledge that 
Mike Harris signed 
in that province’s 
1995 provincial elec- 
tion. Well, we never 
let him forget it. We 


hounded him time 
and time again un- 
til finally in Novem- 
ber, 1999, Bill 7, a 
Taxpayer Protection 
Act was introduced 
at Queen’s Park. The 
new law would re- 
quire Ontario to bal- 
ance its budget by 
law, impose stiff fi- 
nancial penalties on 
the premier and his 
cabinet if a deficit 
was incurred and en- 
able voters to pass 
judgment in a refer- 


endum before any 
new or increased tax- 
es could be imposed. 
With CTF prodding 
a weaker, but simi- 
lar law in principle, 
was passed two years 
later in British Co- 
lumbia. The BC law 
would add a financial 
penalty for ministers 
who overshot their 
spending estimates. 
Married to taxpay- 
er protection laws is 
the idea of democrat- 
ic reform. We formed 


Former Alberta director Mark Milke 
(L) meets with then Alberta-Treasur- 
er Stockwell Day in 1998 to present 
recommendations as part of the 
province’s income tax review proc- 
ess. The CTF’s single tax rate model 
was adopted almost verbatim and 
remains a model for the rest of the 


country. 


* 
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Although signing a CTF pledge in 1995 to implement taxpayer protection legis- 
lation if elected premier of On- 
tario, Mike Harris had to be 
reminded of his commitment 
more than once before finally 
introducing legislation in No- 
vember 1999. 


coalitions in BC and 
Manitoba aimed at 
stopping any weak- 
ening of Freedom of 
Information laws in 
those provinces. We 
also aggressively op- 
posed “gag laws” that 
prevented cit- 


Compre- 
hensive re- 
ports on liq- 
uor privatiza- 
tion in both 
British Co- 
lumbia and 


pledge, if my part 
Tarpayer Protectio 


WIS elected as the next 9, 


n legislation that wi) 


izens and Taxpayer protection bill finally tabled by Harris a 
citizen be = ~ aaa q 
from == 
advertis- See a sciinwattionde “cea cae nectar nee tae tala aes 
First it was my dad. And that gave me “T hope they don’tflin flon again”. _—_ers’27 
ing dur- es Bette or ceaenl 
ing election on ee 
lease, Stop (wo strikes, ¥ 
8 ; a him on Sas- publish reports and 
campaigns — nIdevel- ane 
: rlong i katch- make countless Free- 
BC’s law was eee , 
e state of ¢ . 
i lly moti- ewan led dom of Information 
overturned in _ t only t requests to shed light 
2001. _ asheanting daa a 8 
stun anne Wide-spread where taxpayers are 
In Alberta, we “breakfast, thelaste : ; 
ce ceed stmyeol payer §~= Media COV- far too often kept in 
8 erage, but the dark. We also 


campaigns in sup- 
port of private mem- 
bers bills that would 
in- 

troduce citizen-initi- 
ated referendums in 
the province. In Brit- 
ish Columbia we suc- 


the BC government 
passing legislation in 
2002 allowing the pri- 
vate sector to com- 
pete alongside 
government 

liquor stores. 


regularly appear be- 
fore parliamentary 
and legislative com- 
mittees to protect an 


cessfully defended the 

constitutionality of Watchdog law 

Canada’s only recall he CTF is S a 

law and began work a vocifer- S a Si sy d 

pressing for a change ous watchdog of - . ending limits mixe 

in how we elect our the public purse. %. d arty election sp ee ot yet been prociaimes 

politicians. Each year we Wants 5° P ary ee wiser cd Macrament_” 
renga hefepen—————__armatngh ant 
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1 Nonpartisan agency of the Legisett 


as 
e6.. -organiza- 


tions such as the 
Canadian Tax- 
payers Federation 
can be quoted so 
often in the me- 
dia that I some- 
times feel they are 
a kind of shadow 


government. oe) 
The Canadian 
Centre for Policy 
Alternatives 
The Missing News 
by Hackett, Gruneau et. al. 
January 2000 


F 


uphold the integrity 
of these laws. 

In May of 1998 
the CTF criticized 
one of Prime Minis- 
ter Chrétien’s “trade 
missions,” this time 
carting many Liberal 
backbenchers to Italy. 
In a relatively innocu- 
ous commentary Wal- 
ter Robinson simply 
stated the obvious: 
junkets like these are 
the reward for par- 
ty loyalty. He jokingly 


Former Sask- 
atchewan 
director Richard 
Truscott hold a 
news conference 
urging holes 

be filled in the 
province’s free- 
dom of informa- 
tion law. 


2001. 


dubbed 
the trip 
“The 
Tortel- 
lini Trade Tour.” 
Well, within hours 
the story had taken 
on a life of its own. 
Newspapers adopt- 
ed “Tortellini Trade 
Tour” in their head- 
lines and suddenly 
in far off Italy the PM 
was made to justify 
this taxpayer expense. 
Some of the Liberal 


In British Columbia, we 
aggressively opposed “gag 
laws” that prevented cit- 
izens and citizen groups 

} from advertising dur- 

ing election campaigns — 
BC’s law was overturned in 


MPs were so defensive 
as to accuse the CTF 
of offending “Italian 
Canadians” and even 
“racism.” Momma 
mia! The story actually 
earned the CTF its first 
cartoon in a major na- 
tional daily. 

But had the CTF 
not brought the sto- 
ry to the public’s at- 
tention it is doubt- 
ful taxpayers would 
ever have heard of the 
taxpayer-funded jun- 


a 
th @ 
@ Freedom of Information 
: and 
Protection of Privacy 
rc 


a" 


| ot Uae = = 


Taxpayer adi J 1] 
axpayer advocates billed more than $1 1,000 for asking for information from the Province 


OIP fees add up for Taxpayers Federation — 
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NE A BREAK 


ket. We were similar- , Pa. oe : 
ly critical of our then- The first ever editorial cartoon depicting the CTF in a 


free spending Gover- major daily appeared May 22, 1998 in the Financial Post. 


nor General Adricne Sl 


Clarkson and because 
of raising suchafuss sition parties— who is a prime example. 


we had success in get- should be blowing Opposition to gold- 
ting at least one of her the whistle — are of- _ plated MP pensions 
planned foreign jun- ten themselves sit- was once the politi- 
kets cancelled. ting in the back of the cal polygraph test of 


Meanwhile, oppo- plane. MP pensions the Reform Party. Not 


1998'-03 MEDIA AND ACTIVITY SUMMARY 


Office Media contacts/ Activities? 
interviews 
Ottawa 7,123 868 
BC 2,995 607 
Alberta 3,466 1,205 
Sask Slr 603 
Manitoba 2,821 670 
Ontario 2,411 374 
CAPC? 400 145 
Total 22,3234 4,472 


1. First year comprehensive records kept. 2. Includes includes events, speeches, letters, releases, com- 
mentaries, reports, meetings, presentations, Freedom of Information requests, etc. 3. Centre for Aboriginal 
Policy Change operated 2002-2006. 4. Over the five year period, CTF representatives averaged 10 media 
contacts a day. 
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Taxpayers to the rescue 


Sardly goneout lawyer, 


Aiming 
to kill 
gun law 


Lobbyist says group 
must work on image 


By DAN PALMER 
Staff Writer 
An Ottawa office and a woman to carry their mes- 

sage is what a firearms group needs to successfully 
kill current gun-control legislation, says a lobbyist. 

“Firearms groups need to think about their image, 
The pro- registration people often link gun control tq 
women’s safety,” John Carpay, Alberta director of thr 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation, said yesterday, 

“Tt would counter the assertion of pro-gun ree 
people that guns are anti-women.” 

Carnav was speaking vasterday i 


is asking the B.C. 


so anymore, as the 
then-Alliance Party — 
whoops — Conserva- 
tive Party happily fast 
tracked pension and 
benefit enhancements 
on more than one oc- 
casion. In 2001, the 
CTF awarded its fed- 
eral Teddy to the en- 
tire Alliance caucus 
for their duplicity on 
MP pensions. Having 
opted-out of the gold- 
plated plan and cam- 
paigning against it in 
2000, they all opted 
back in after safely 
being re-elected. 


Tax fighters urge cuts 


ants to kill the premiums that raise 


The party is picking up Aiken- 


Similarly, we’ve 
strongly opposed tax- 
payer funding of po- 
litical parties. We ap- 
peared before parlia- 
mentary committees 
in 2003 and warned 
not only of the cost, 
but the moral impli- 
cation of forcing peo- 
ple to pay for polit- 
ical views they may 
oppose. All told, tax- 
payer support for the 
political class went 
from $20-million in 
2000 to $57-million 
in 2004! 

A CTF report pub- 
lished 
in 2003 

showed 
the cost 
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So here’s how it stacks > 


of the wasteful long- 
gun registry would 
top $2-billion and 

a widely-cited CTF- 
commissioned 
study on the Kyo- 

to Protocol revealed 
the average family 
of four could expect 
to cough up an ex- 
tra $2,700 a year in 
taxes and higher fu- 
el-related costs by 
the time the Proto- 
col was fully imple- 
mented. 

While so much 
work had been 
done during this 
period raising our 
profile in the prov- 
inces and nation- 
ally, the CTF was 


also recognized inter- 
nationally. In 1996 
the CTF was invited 
by Taxpayers Asso- 
ciations’ Internation- 
al to host the bian- 
nual World Taxpay- 
ers Conference. In 
1998 we were 
pleased to wel- 
come delegates 
from 14 taxpayer 
organizations from 
11 countries on five 
continents to Vancou- 
ver/Whistler. 

More staff chang- 
es came in 2002. In 
Saskatchewan, David 
MacLean replaced 
Richard Truscott as 
Saskatchewan di- 
rector. Adrienne 
Batra replaced Vic- 
tor Vrsnik in Mani- 
toba as Victor moved 
to take over duties 
in British Columbia 
from Mark Milke. 


Mark Milke will go down as the most prolific CTF director 
ever. In his ‘spare time’ he authored two books. Tax Me 
I’m Canadian, published in conjunction with the CTF in 
November 2002, was already into its sec- 
— ond printing in January 2003 and 
#4 on the national bestsell- 
ers list. 


dian 
hit store 
shelves in 

November 2002 

was published in 
conjunction with 
the CTF. By January 
2003 the book was 
already into its sec- 
ond printing having 
hit #4 on the nation- 
al bestsellers list.= 


as the 
most pro- 
lific CTF di- 

rector ever. In his 
‘spare time’ he au- 
thored two books 
during his five year 
tenure with the or- 
ganization. The first, 
Barbarians in the 
Garden City chron- 
icled the BC NDP 

in power during the 
decade of the 1990s. 
His second book, 
Tax Me, I’m Cana- 


In 1998, the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation hosted the World Tax- 
payers Conference in Whistler, BC. 


Mark Milke will go 


AYERS CONFE 
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2004 t6o 2008 


2004 to 2008 


“When it comes to governments setting tax rates and spending tax money, 
there are no permanent victories and no permanent defeats. This is why 
Canadian taxpayers cannot rest when they score a victory, and must not 

stop the struggle for better government when they face a setback.” 


- John Williamson, May 2005 


In late 2003 Wal- 
ter Robinson left the 
CTF having made 
an indelible mark 
on our history. John 
Williamson trans- 
ferred from our To- 
ronto office to take 
over federal duties. 
Other staff addi- 
tions included Tasha 
Kheiriddin in On- 
tario, Sara MacIntyre 
in British Colum- 
bia and Scott Hennig 
taking over duties 
from John Carpay in 
Alberta. Bruce Win- 
chester left in 2005 


and Adam Taylor 
was hired as our new 
research director in 
Ottawa. In 2005, four 
of the CTF’s seven 
spokespeople were 
women. 

The organization 
continued to grow — 
especially in Ontario 
— and had its best 
fundraising year ever 
in 2005. The board 
of directors, headed 
by Andy Crooks, in- 
itiated a review and 
revised the CTF’s 


mission statement 
to: “Lower taxes. 
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Less waste. Account- 
able government” 
—aconcise, accu- 
rate statement that 
kept the organization 
fresh and focused. 
John Williamson 
arrived in Ottawa 
at the same time as 
a new prime minis- 
ter. One of Paul Mar- 
tin’s predictable first 
acts was abolition of 
the Sponsorship Pro- 
gram — something 
the CTF had long 
been calling for — 
and so ushered ina 
period that the CTF 
made many policy 
gains. 


Gas Taxes 


et’s start with the 

June 2004 elec- 
tion which intersect- 
ed with our annual 
Gas Tax Honesty Day 
(GTHD) — a perfect 
opportunity to kick it 
up anotch! We deco- 
rated a minivan that 
read “Running on 
Empty — Fuming to 
Ottawa” and drove it 
all the way from Mile 
O of the Trans Cana- 


da Highway in Victo- 
ria to Parliament Hill 


in Ottawa. 
We stopped in 40 
communities along 


2004 t60 2008 
—————————————————— eed 


Former directors John Williamson and Sara Macintyre 
kick off “Running on Empty — Fuming to Ottawa” from 
Mile O of the TransCanada Highway. The 2004 cam- 
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paign journeyed 
7,163 kms from Vic- 
toria to Parliament 
Hill and collected 
80,000 signatures in 
support of lower and 
dedicated fuel taxes 
along the way. 


the 7,163-km, 30 day 
journey. We conduct- 
ed dozens of media 
interviews and gath- 
ered the signatures 
of 80,000 taxpay- 

ers (including 2,046 
mayors and council- 
lors from 459 com- 
munities). 

Our message to 
governments on fuel 
taxes: direct half into 
a Municipal Road- 
way Trust and return 
the remainder to mo- 
torists in the form of 
lower fuel taxes. 

Our campaign re- 
ceived national atten- 
tion and, despite a 
typically bitter elec- 
tion, your CTF forced 
all major party lead- 
ers to make specific 
commitments to ded- 


icate a 
portion 
of the 
federal 
fuel tax 
to mu- 
nicipal 
roads 
and in- 
frastruc- 
ture. 
The 
Con- 
serva- 
tive leader, Stephen 
Harper, added that 
he would lower taxes 
if elected. 

Two years later in 
2006, not only were 
gas taxes finally go- 
ing toward roads and 
bridges, but it was 
guaranteed in legis- 
lation. 

Gains were also 


bh 
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made at the provin- 
cial level with NDP 
governments in both 
Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba commend- 
ably passing Gas Tax 
Accountability Acts 
in 2004 and 2006 re- 
spectively that en- 
sured provincial gas 
taxes were not only 
accounted for, but 


fully going into need- 
~ ed road and infra- 
@@The Canadian © structure develop- 
Taxpayers Federa- ment. 
tion stands out ... To be sure, gov- 
they have hadame ernments have been 


loath to cut gas taxes 
pact far greater — the federal Tories 


than many much breaking a campaign 
larger and better promise — but in 
funded policy ad- truth, the effort has 
increasingly been one 
WOEAIES: Mike Duff of preventing them 
CTV Pte from rising. With the 
exception of British 
Columbia, CTF advo- 
cacy has been central 
in staving off new car- 
bon taxes, especially 
during the 2008 fed- 
eral election. 
Gas Tax Honesty 
Day has been enor- 
mously success- 
ful in direct- 


ing gas tax- Gas 


ederation furning 


y - 
es where they Taxpayers’ advocacy group takes campaign across the country 
By STEPHANIE RUBEC open letter to Martin yesterday, lamenting the Flewelling said that improving roads could re- 
belong. When : Ottawa Bureau strain high gas prices is putting on Canadian duce fatalities by as many as 250 and injuries by 
As inflation rates soar due + steep energy familles ane urging Martin to we atin from upto a annually, i 
costs, consumer watchdogs urged Prime Minister _ the federal tax on Canada’s roads and highways. Meanw! Canadians living near the border 
the CTF start- Paul Martin to take a bite : 


were flocking to stations in the 


nut of the federal gas tax. United States to fill up more 


ed GTHD in Statistics Canada yes- 


cheaply. 
trday blamed pricier James Bockus, a 26-year-old 
jel and power for infla- fi New Brunswicker, was filling 
1999 no one on running at an annual tae up his car and several large gi 
te of 1.6% last month, up s yes! jay al Irvi 
om .7% in March, 


And with gas prices set 
was aware that —Aujmiitassprices set 
- ekend, MAS en 

= payers Federation is 
hidden taxes ac hing a cross-country 
aign aboard a mini- 


counted for 40% __!,makesteer prices 
of the pump 
price or that 


Above: Former directors John : 
Williamson and Bruce Winchester 
deliver gas tax petitions to Parlia- 
ment Hill in 2004. Right: Former 
Research director Adam Taylor 
calculates a motorist’s taxes at 
an Ottawa media event marking 
Gas Tax Honesty Day in 2008. 


less than 5% 
of what the 
feds collect- 
ed in taxes 
was re-invest- 
ed into our 
roads and in- 
frastructure. 
Today — al- 
beit with bil- 
lions add- 

ed in bor- 
rowed stimu- 
lus spending 
— the equiva- 
lent of 100% 
of what the 
feds collect in 
gas taxes is re-in- 
vested into roads 
and infrastruc- 
ture. The same is 
true in most prov- 
inces. 


Tax Relief and 
Accountability 


wo measur- 

able federal 
tax relief packages 
came at unexpect- 
ed times; not during 
budgets, but during 
fall economic updates 
in November of 2005 
and again in October 
2007. 

Back in 1995 the 
CTF was fighting to 
stave off tax increas- 
es, in 2000 we killed 
bracket creep bring- 
ing about an impor- 
tant tax reform and 
now, with structur- 
al over-taxation (sur- 
pluses) we were ina 


2004 to 200% 


reoeRArio 


to Fiscal 
Responsibility 


‘ederation 


Canadian Taxpayers Fé 
" , 2006-07 Pre-budget submission 


October 25, 2005 


Time to Choose — 


Tax Relief or 


€ 


position to success- 
fully make the case 
that taxpayers were 
overfunding their gov- 
ernments. 


The message was 
not lost on the short 
lived prime minister- 
ship of Paul Martin. 
In the fall of 2005, he 
announced EI pre- 
miums would be fur- 
ther reduced, the Ba- 
sic Personal Exemp- 
tion increased by 
$500 to $8,148 and 
the lowest person- 


Big Government 
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al income tax bracket 
reduced to 15% from 
16%. The latter two 
changes would be ret- 
roactive to January 1, 
2005 and grant all in- 
dividual taxpayers an 
annual savings of at 
least $325. 
Each of these tax 
changes were con- 
sistent with CTF 
pre-budget recom- 
mendations and 
a petition cam- 
paign that gath- 
ered more than 
40,000 signa- 
tures demand- 
ing the Basic Per- 
sonal Exemp- 
tion be raised to 
$15,000. To be 
sure, the govern- 
ment had a way 
to go to reach 
that threshold 
but importantly, 
they were final- 
ly moving in the 
right 
direction. 
Moreo- 
ver, the 
campaign 
to follow 
through 
the winter 
of 2005/06 
would fo- 
cus heavily 
on issues 
of tax re- 
lief. 

Enter 
Stephen 
Harp- 


& 
Taxpayers 


SHOP LUPO 
untability REDOr Card) 
sion Troe 
(Changes 


@@Those who 
fight for freedom 
in this country 
have a great ally 


in the CTE 99 
Charles Adler 
Talkshow host 
Corus Entertainment 
Network 


THE TAXPAYER 


Can Stephen Harper 


Poneypuoriies 


2004 t6e 2008 


At issue in the first Con- 
servative budget in 13 
years was whether a 
promised GST reduction 
would be offset with an 


xserver AMACTION 


il 2006 
5 and Action Update for CTF Supporters April 2 


Don’t Raise Income Taxes! 


al overtaxation (called a ‘sur- 


An Issue: 


FOR THE RECORD: 


y a 


Will Prime Minister Stephen 


income tax increase. 


Harper and his government be 
long-awaited champions of be- 
leagured taxpayers? 

Well, that depends on what 
they do in their first budget 
expected early next month. 

And it depends on the mes- 
sage you send them right now! 


plus’ by politicians) has been 
squandered on every concoct- 
ed spending program imag; 
inable instead of being re- 
turned to taxpayers. Enough 
is enough! ; 

Your CTF is once again 
leading the charge: provid- 


“* BUDGE 


liv 
Lil 
s 


TAXCUTS | 


During the election cam- ing analysis, meeting with de- 
er and hinted Parliament \ 
aign Stephen Harper hinte cision makers on Par 
th e Cc on ape may need to he Hill and earning mapacinint 
- Liberal income tax cuts to across the country deman : 
serva cover his Lenee one point that the GST promise be k ; : i] 
. tion in the GST- ith ising income tax 
i Dt taxpayers arent i + Nour it's time to. add your § 
tives who terested in a tax cut slight waive, 
of hand: $4.5-billion in one Contact both the Finance ; : 
earned pocket and $4.5-billion out of Minister and Prime Minist 
. ihe other is hardly the tax re- d demand that income t | 
mi1nor- lief Canadians were hoping ee ie raised jn thtee 
ity gOv-  aiiees yelnaced hy your A ete ——— f 
emment ~ Reduce income LAX —_jsTiMaTEDREVEUE 
a 
status d the € ST 
: , 
in ear- — an 'AUL VIEIRA 
ly 2006 ure on the Conservative 
y - .m Flaherty, _ It’s, in our view, not responsible fiscal maintain tax breaks In- 
on the ccording to Jim eae management.” But those surpluses ré- Liberals mounted yes- 
the . federal =F +n, and if the GST cut simply re- ayers group claiming 
tr th inister, his debut bud- main, it will be a 
Ss eng aunty id d sometime places the income tax cut, it wi er Jim Flaherty can in- 
ofa gi oe rf will place wash — with both ‘afford to cut the GST without in- | 
6S ised much of its focus on tax cuts. This is genre alysis by the Cans- 
TOMISe it is to be 
... TEVErSE p ; ews. But its : dian Taxpayers Federation, Ottawa will 
tho se hasty mi d- two point dia statements, collect roughly §4-billion more in rev- 


November Lib- 
eral tax cuts and 
the voters in turn, 
egged on by the 
feisty Canadian 
Taxpayers Fed- 
eration, will have 
an equal right to 
punish the Tories 
when they see 
their net income 
abruptly nose- 
dive."99 

-- Lead editorial, 


Globe and Mail 
February 2006 


cut in the GST 

to 5 per cent and re- 
forms that would 
breathe accountabil- 
ity into the way Otta- 
wa conducted busi- 
ness. Not pointed out 
during the campaign 
however, was that 
the Conservatives 
planned to repeal the 
Liberal’s income tax 
cuts to make room 
for their GST reduc- 
tion. 

In the lead-up to 
the first Conserv- 
ative budget in 13 
years, the CTF went 
to work: we provided 
analysis, issued me- 


published commen- 
taries and earned 
editorial praise 
across the country. 
We met directly with 
politicians and deci- 
sion makers prior to 
the budget and had 
our supporters con- 
tact the finance min- 
ister and prime min- 
ister before the budg- 
et. 

Not unlike the his- 
toric budget of 1995, 
getting organized be- 
fore the die was cast 
made a difference: 
along with a one 
point cut in the GST 
almost all the previ- 
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enue for the last fiscal year, ended March 
31, than anticipated. Moreover, it added 
the Finance Department has a track 
record of underestimating revenue and 
recent.provincial budgets — such as On- 
tarlo and Alberta — algo point to a grow- 
ing tax revenue scheme. 

Hance, the cash Is there, 

“Where go the provinces, 80 goes Ot- 
tawa,” John Williamson, federal director | 
of the tax group, said yesterday. "It is on- 
y logical that the federal government 
wll find ttself in a Toaiene™tHon sate} 
ous income tax re- 
ductions remained in 
place. On the whole, 
taxpayers were again 
paying less. 

The morning af- 
ter the budget, fed- 
eral director John 
Williamson led re- 
action on the front 
pages of the Toronto 
Star, Globe and Mail 


and National Post. 


As Maclean’s maga- 
zine editor Ken Whyte 
summed “The Cana- 
dian Taxpayers Fed- 
eration dominated 
coverage of this year’s 
budget.” 

As for accountabil- 
ity, the CTF released 
an analysis show- 
ing 68% of the Con- 
servative’s pre-elec- 
tion promises com- 
bined with Judge 
Gomery’s recommen- 
dations stemming 
from the Sponsor- 
ship scandal made 
their way into law. 
The CTF welcomed 
reforms surround- 
ing lobbying, appoint- 
ments, contracts, ad- 
vertising, protection 
for whistleblowers 
and increased scope 
of the auditor gener- 
al. We were very dis- 


a- 


} 


\ 


appointed however 
that the government 
stripped its Federal 
Accountability Act of 
access to information 
reforms — arguably 
the most important 
component of its pre- 
election accountabili- 
ty promises. 

Another significant 
accountability meas- 
ure forwarded by the 
government involved 
a proposal to choose 
Senators from can- 
didates elected in 
the provinces and 
further, limit their 
terms. From our in- 
ception, the CTF has 
demanded the un- 
elected and unac- 
countable Senate ei- 
ther be reformed or 
abolished. Unfortu- 
nately, the govern- 
ment lacked support 
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ing. 


in — wait for it — the 
Senate to get legisla- 
tion passed. 

The second tax re- 
lief came in October 
2007. The GST was 
dropped a further 
point to 5 per cent, 
and the Basic Per- 
sonal Exemption was 
raised a further $761 
to $9,600 (retroac- 
tive for the 2007 tax 
year) — and moving 
closer to our goal of 
$15,000. These two 
changes would save 
the average house- 
hold a further $265 
on top of the $325 
announced by the 
Liberals a year earli- 
er. Perhaps of greater 
significance, the gen- 
eral business tax rate 
of 22.12 per cent was 
set to fall to 15 per 
cent by 2012 — leap- 


2004 to 2008 
EE ESS 


@6 John Williamson of the Ca- 
nadian Taxpayers Federation 
who gets his calls returned from 
the Prime Minister’s office a lot 
quicker than in Liberal days has 
already offered the appropri- 
ate warnings to the appropriate 
people ... ‘Harper doesn’t want a 
bloody nose as a tax-hiker. But 
we prepare for the worst. If it 
happens, we'll come out swing- 


Rick Bell 
columnist 
Calgary Sun 
April, 2006 


@@The Canadian 
Taxpayers Feder- 
ation dominated 

coverage of this 


year’s budget.99 
Ken Whyte 
editor-in-chief 
Maclean’s magazine 
May, 2006 


2004 to 200% 


Opposition to corporate welfare has been a perenni- 


al priority of the organi- 
zation. We have tracked 
and demanded the clo- 
sure of too many agencies 
to count. 


On the Dole 


Businesses, Lobbyists and 
Industry Canada’s Subsidy Programs 
—— 


= ¥ 


frogging our neigh- gling 42% 
bours to the south. and are 
To be sure, $600 sched- 
in tax relief over two — uled to 
years is still a frac- wipe out 
tion of what the av- 11 years 
erage taxpayer pays; of debt 
but nonetheless, in- repay- 
cremental gains ment 
are better than no early in 
gains. The CTF wel- 2011. 
comed these chang- Like the 
es as they were not Liber- 
only measurable and als be- 


kept an election com- 
mitment to drop the 
GST; but most im- 
portantly represent- 
ed broad-based appli- 
cation. The CTF had 
been critical of the 
approach of boutique 
tax cuts providing 
tax relief for some, 
but not all taxpayers. 
The Tories — albeit 
temporarily — were 
on the right track. 
Their Achilles Heel 
however has been 
their reckless spend- 
ing levels. In just five 
budgets since coming 
to office in 2006, the 
Conservatives have 
increased the size of 
the federal govern- 
ment by a mindbog- 
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fore them, the CTF 
has not been muted 
in its criticism. How- 
ever unlike the Liber- 
als, the Tories are far 
more thin-skinned. 
Since opening an of- 
fice in the nation’s 
capital in 1997, Jim 
Flaherty is the only 
finance minister 

that has refused to 
meet to receive our 
pre-budget recom- 
mendations. 


Corporate 
Welfare 


wo major re- 

ports by the CTF 
in 2007 and 2008 
earned widespread 
coverage. Opposi- 


January 10, 2007 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
www.taxpayer.com 


tion to corporate wel- 
fare has been a per- 
ennial priority of 

the organization. We 
have tracked and de- 
manded the closure 
of too many agen- 
cies to count. In 2006 
the Conservatives re- 
placed Ottawa’s dis- 
graced Technology 
Partnerships Cana- 
da (TPC) program 
with the Strategic 
Aerospace and De- 
fence Initiative. The 
new program's budg- 
et was 40% less than 
TPC’s and included 
stricter accountability 
rules including provi- 
sions that repayment 
records be made 
public! An important 


> AEROSPACE from page BI tion yesterda 
— _ Pl ess releacos z 


— albeit incremental 
— gain. 

In 2007 the CTF 
followed up with its 
most comprehen- 
sive corporate wel- 
fare report yet, de- 
tailing 47,960 In- 
dustry Canada-relat- 
ed handouts between 
1982 and 2005 total- 
ling $18.4-billion. To 
date, a mere 7% has 
been repaid! 


Tax Reform 
other priority is- 


- ee 
Ax. of the CTF 


was tax reform. In 
2008 the organization 
released a compre- 
hensive proposal to 
both lower and sim- 
plify taxes. 

Not only do Cana- 
dians pay the high- 
est income tax rates 
of the G7 countries, 
our tax code has gone 
from 11 pages in 
1917 to 2,226 pag- 
es in 2007. The stat- 
ed goal of the CTF is 


Former Manitoba director 
Adrienne Batra holds Can- 
ada’s first Income Tax Act 


(1917) of just 11 


side the 2,226 page Act of 


2007. 
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er subsidies 
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Mon Mr. e202. ee 7 


key economi 
mic themes du 
T MRO NOt Wormer Ent ring the 
p 0 R K p E N Y _ _ 
car d- ADAM TAYLOR handouts. These fees are prohib- 
ited by Ottawa but are paid any- 
Anew CTF study iy: Marentes mizy Little 
size d — cobras li h neglect to register their activites, 
‘ which is another violation of ac- 
tmiewec tare tallies the billions doled rum rele Wiay 
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vealed a majority of 
Canadians favoured 
the reform in princi- 


the interim, the 
CTF’s proposal rec- 
ommended two rates 
— 15% and 
25% —asa 
first step in 
achieving that 
goal. Impor- 
tantly, the CTF 
had its pro- 
posal cost- 

ed by the CD 
Howe Institute 
and showed 
all Canadi- 
ans would pay ™— 
less tax. Public 
opinion poll- 
ing conducted 
by the CTF re- 
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@@The CTF published a first-class 
report on tax reform ... the docu- 
ment is compelling ... Lower, Sim- 
pler, Flatter gives Finance Minister 
Jim Flaherty the dummies’ guide 


that he seems to need. 99 
Commentary 
Globe and Mail 
February 13, 2008 


@@The taxpayers federation is proposing not just 
lower rates, but a much simpler tax system ... We 


couldn't agree more. 
Editorial 
Vancouver Province 
January 22, 2008 


61s there really such a thing as a ‘friendly’ tax sys- 
tem? One in which a tax return can be completed by 
a Canadian without a doctorate in economics? Wel- 
come to the world of simplified taxation, care of the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation.9® 


Commentary 
Vancouver Sun 
January 24, 2008 


e6By today’s conventional wisdom, the CTF plan is 
radical. But, so were balanced budgets and an end to 


bracket creep once upon a time. 99 
Lead editorial 
Calgary Herald 
January 21, 2008 


@@The CTF may succeed in putting radical tax re- 
form on the political agenda -- or at least provide 
some ambitious politician with a platform for a future 
campaign ... under the federation’s plan, everyone 


gets a tax cut of some kind.@® 
Commentary 
Maclean's magazine 
January 17, 2008 


Lower, Simpler & Flatter 


Towards a single tax rate for Canada 


Step One — Moving from four to two federal 
income tax rates of 15% and 25% 
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ple. 

Summed the 
Montreal Ga- 
zette: “The tax- 
payers federation 
has developed an 
excellent reform 
plan with no los- 
ers, save for ac- 
countants.” 


Fighting in the 
courts 


his period 

marked advoca- 
cy on a new front that 
the CTF had not pre- 
viously fought: the 
courts. And while 
the outcome was 
mixed, the principle 
and resolve in each 
instance was not. 

In April of 2004 
the Supreme Court of 
Canada ruled 
that it 
would 
not hear 
an appeal 
in the 
matter of 
Benoit 
v. Can- 
ada (the 
Treaty 8 
taxation 
case). 
Since 
1999 the 
CTF had 
been an 
interven- 
er in the 
case which 
sought an 


sore on Page Are 


Khadr lawyers want charg 
dropped, Page A9 


Lobbyists 
call for 
flat tax 
reform 

\ 15%, 25% BRACKETS 


By Norma GREENAWAY 


TTAWA + A leading taxpaye: 
bby group called on the min; 
rity Conservative govern 
rent to embark on compre: 
ensive tax reform in its nex! 
idget and move to two feder, 
income tax rates of 15% anc 


TAX IMMUNITY 


Supreme court won t | 
hear tax appeal case 


By ANNE KYLE 
Leader-Post 
The Supreme Court of Canada won't hear an 
appeal ip overtira a federal appeal court ruling 
denying 30,000 treaty Indians in Western Canada, 
including 4,200 in northwestern Saskatchewan, 
tax immunity. ; mi 

No reasons were given for its decision. 

“This means that the decision of the Federal 
Court of Appeal stands as the final word on the is- 
sues that were raised. So it means that there is no 
treaty right for Treaty 8 people to be exempt from 
the payment of taxes,” said Saskatchewan Justice 

onstitutionellavarem 


all-inclusive tax ex- 
emption for Trea- 

ty 8 Indians. Our in- 
tervention argued 
equality of taxpayers 
was paramount and 
that tax exemptions 
should be based on 
poverty, not racial an- 
cestry. 

Another seminal 
ruling came from the 
Supreme Court of 
Canada in 2005 when 
it struck down a Que- 
bec law banning pri- 
vate medicine and 
health insurance. Al- 
though not an inter- 
venor in the case, the 
CTF celebrated the 
decision in Chaoul- 

li v. Quebec that stat- 
ed banning private 
health care alterna- 
tives while suffering 
— and even dying — 
on government wait 
lists violated the Que- 
bec Charter of Hu- 
man Rights. Bravo! 
While the ruling does 
not stretch beyond 
the border of Quebec, 
its precedent is pow- 
erful and a huge blow 
to the advocates of 
government rationing 


In March, 2002, Federal Court Judge Douglas 
Campbell ruled that the “honour of the Crown 
demanded the federal government uphold assur- 
ances that Treaty 8 did mee open the way for abo- 

iginal people to be taxed. 

Mecampbel ruled this promise must be honoured 
even though it was clear that federal negotiators 
at the time didn’t mean to permanently exempt 

riginals from taxes. ¥ 

emo et appeal court disagreed and dis- 
missed Campbell’s decision on the basis the trial 
judge erred in his assessment of the evidence and. 
his “uncritically” accepting of the oral eyide 
This prompted Benoit to seek leave te 

Sunreses Se 


of health care. 
Finally, in 2005, 
the CTF responded to 
two illegal strikes in 
British Columbia — 
one by teachers and 
another by hospi- 
tal workers. The lat- 
ter resulted in 5,896 
cancelled surgeries 
and over 20,00 can- 
celled diagnostic pro- 
cedures. People were 
more than just angry; 
they were demanding 
accountability. The 
CTF helped organize 
parents and patients 
respectively in class 
action suits against 
the respective unions. 
The CTF won its 
initial skirmish with 
the Hospital Employ- 
ees Union by getting 
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the class action cer- 
tified; but eventual- 
ly time and money 
wore the effort down 
and the plaintiffs in 
both cases abandon 
their suits. Impor- 
tantly, it was the first 
class action against 
public sector unions 
for damages ever cer- 
tified in Canada and 
will hopefully inspire 
citizens to demand 
accountability from 
over-reaching public 
sector unions again 
in the future. 


@@The Canadi- 
an Taxpayers Fed- 
eration is unique. 
In demanding the 
taxpayer be given 
equal considera- 
tion [the CTF is] 
an all important 
counterbalance to 
the demands of 
those who would 
tax and spend 
more.. 99 

Mike Harris 


former Premier 


Provincial ups on utante 


and downs 


pp . and mu- 
nicipalities are 
not only the level of 
government closest 
to the people but of- 
ten time where influ- 
ence and new ideas 
can result in tangible 
outcomes. In British 
Columbia for exam- 
ple, the CTF has been 
pushing for voting re- 
form as part of its 


Congratulations to The Taxpayer 
on reaching its 20 year milestone. 


CentralWeb 


Heatset & Coldset Web Printing 


be impressed. 


Visit us online at www.centralweb.ca 
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teachers illegally withheld services in Brit- 
ish Columbia, the CTF organized impact- 
ed citizens into what would become the 
first class action for damages against 

; deapeanied ak eee bea YANCOUVR oa 

ied in Canada. ough the senate ee j | ion 
suits were even- 550 parents want to join suit agains! U0") 
tually worn down wots in Grade Gece 

by time and mon- 

ey, the Hospital 


‘Proceed, ¢ 


B Y PAMELA FAYERMAN 
west News Service 


Ourt says 


“My biggest issue is the fact that | 


cI ieves they have 1 
Speen = (my daughter} is notin school. | 


the law. 
eer have to understand that 
if they are going to strike, they bet- 
er have a plan to protect and help 
these kids,” said the Surrey (oe 


GLASS ACTION: 

Theyre trying to 

recover daycare and 
Lt ete casts 


She's not getting anything right 

now,” Gordon said. 
The CTF began signing up par 
ents for the suit Tuesday. Its BC. 
director, Sara Macintyre, said the 
et aavamnhad nwing tO Pres: 


he has learning difficulties. 
“as it is, my son needs Sots of 
assistance to understand,) ae 
“He's very stressed ou 
says. “Hi 0; EY 


3, HOSPITAL EMPLOYEES’ UNION OPERATING ACCOUNT ; r 7 


5000 North Fraser Way CHEQUE NO. | 
: Burnaby, B.C. V5J 5M3 36115 
Employees Union | 
failed to stop the | neh eal | 
“fe ° | PAY 
certification ap | Three Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Five Dollars and 4/6/2006 ‘ Rca 
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mandate in support 
of accountable gov- 
ernment since 1997. 
Not only was a Citi- 
zens Assembly struck 
to review how politi- 
cians are elected in 
the province, but they 
adopted the CTF’s 
recommendation 
in favour of the sin- 
gle transferable vote. 
The recommendation 
triggered a province- 
wide referendum on 
May 17, 2005 that re- 
ceived 57 per cent of 
the vote. However, the 
government required 
a 60% threshold in 
order for it to pass! A 
follow-up referendum 
in 2009 resulted in 
less support. 

It's a reminder that 
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we're not always suc- 
cessful. 

Recall in 2003 the 
CTF managed to get 
the signatures of both 
then-Premier Er- 
nie Eves and Liber- 
al leader Dalton 
McGuinty dur- 
ing the Ontario 
election cam- 
paign commit- 
ting to uphold 
the CTF-in- 
spired Taxpay- 
er Protection 
Act that bans 
deficits and re- 
quires voter 
approval for 
tax hikes. 

Nonetheless, 
On May 18, 
2004 the now 
safely-elected 


government of Dalton 
McGuinty introduced 
a budget that not 
only radically raised 
taxes and spending, 
but forecast deficits 
through to 2007 and 


2004 to 2008 


Liberals | 
sued for’ 
tax lies | 


A TAXPAYERS?’ advocacy group took the 
McGuinty government to court yesterday over 
its broken vows to hold the line on taxes and bal 
nce its budgets. 
The Canadian Taxpayers Federation is asking 
e courts to scrap the $2.4-billion health ta 
eated in Finance Minister 
reg Sorbara’s budget last 
ing. According to the 
payers Protection Act, 
ported by the Liberals 
en it was enacted in 1999 
again in last year’s elec- 
campaign, a referen- 
is required to be held 
y such tax increase. 


When Ontario Premier Dalton 
McGuinty introduced a new 
health tax in 2004, he had 
broken a signed commitment 
not to raise taxes in the ab- 
sence of a referendum. In re- 
sponse, the CTF started a peti- 
tion, organized a rally, made 
representation at Queen's 
Park, and filed a lawsuit for vi- 
olation of the province’s Taxpayer Protection Act and 
breach of contract. Former Ontario director Tasha 
Kheiriddin delivered 209,000 petitions opposing the 
health tax to Queen’s Park. 


gutted the Taxpayer 
Protection Act. 
Immediately, your 
CTF began a petition, 
organized a rally, 
made representation 
at Queen’s Park, and 
filed a lawsuit against 
both the premier and 
his finance minister 
for violation of the 


province’s Taxpay- 
er Protection Act and 
breach of contract. 
Not since the 1995 
federal budget has 
your CTF received 
such an outpour- 
ing of support for a 
campaign. 209,000 
signed petitions were 
delivered to Queens 
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Park demanding 
the premier keep 
his word. Largely 
driven off the Inter- 
net, this represented 
the CTF’s most suc- 
cessful provincial pe- 
tition drive ever. 

And while our 
court case against the 
premier and his fi- 


cGuinty promised not 
ise taxes, not to run def- Broken pro 
nd he broke both of those promises j 
” said Tasha Kheiriddin, the Fedey 
p director. “We’re asking the 
o declare the health tax illegg 


McGUINTY 


2004 to 200% 


bark. 99 


nance minister was 
dismissed early in 
2005 it received na- 
tional attention and 
made clear to politi- 
cians in every corner 
of the country that 
the CTF will stand 
and fight on behalf 
of taxpayers. When it 
came time for re-elec- 
tion in 2007 the CTF 
introduced its new 
mascot “Fibber” — 
complete with a 16- 
inch nose — to follow 


Mr. McGuinty every- 
where he went on the 
campaign trail. And 
while he was indeed 
re-elected, both he 
and the voters were 
clearly reminded that 
his promises and sig- 
nature were meaning- 
less. 

Fortunately, the 
CTF met with more 
success in other 
parts of the coun- 
try — namely Alberta 
and Saskatchewan. 


6 Finally, [taxpayers] have a strong, intelligent, no nonsense, non-partisan 
force to watch dog their interests. The Canadian Taxpayers Federation has 
shown itself to be a veritable Rottweiller, with a bite every bit as fierce as its 


-- Barbara Yaffe, 
Columnist, 
Vancouver Sun 


Saskatchewan has 
undergone a remark- 
able transformation. 
It wasn’t any single 
policy, but rather a 
series of policies — 
largely implement- 
ed by the former NDP 
government of Lorne 
Calvert — that led to 
Saskatchewan lead- 
ing many — if not 
most — economic in- 
dicators in the coun- 
try. As our found- 
ing province, the 


2004-08 MEDIA AND ACTIVITY 
SUMMARY 


Office 


Media contacts/ 


interviews 


Ottawa 
BC 
Alberta 
Sask 
Manitoba 
Ontario 
CAPC? 
Total 


17,385° 


Activities’ 


749 
601 
846 
TAs 
824 
505 
228 
4,472 


1. Includes events, speeches, letters, releases, commentaries, reports, meetings, presentations, Freedom 
of Information requests, etc. 2. Centre for Aboriginal Policy Change operated 2004-2006. 3. Over the five 
year period, CTF representatives averaged 9.5 media contacts a day. 
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CTF has been on the 
ground in Saskatch- 
ewan longer than 
anywhere else in the 
country. It’s been re- 
warding to see the 
transformation. 

In 2000 the Calvert 


By DAVID pote 
Legislature Buread 
here's @ “good possibility” Alberta 
could be debt-free for its 100th birthday, 
says the province's money miser ~ if the 


bates and other unexpected cor 
More was poured into a “sustainad} 
fund” that now sits at $2.5 billion and is in- said. 
tended to prevent cutbacks in lean-reve- 
nue years. . _ teers 
i va fr ‘Ming ‘The result means Alberta is running 
province can keep Ottawa from punishing oe ret ta put its excess cash, 


government reduced 
and simplified in- 
come taxes. In 2003 
began a two-year pro- 
cess of revamping 
the province’s royalty 
and tax structures for 
natural resources to 


Freedom 2005 


Finance minister wants surplus used to pay Alberta debt 


shows how poorly the Alberti 


ability ment puts together its b) 


Ty 


it 


—_ ? . ae . 
ALBERTA’S PROVINCIALDERT = 


yl 
"= 


Former Saskatchewan Di- 
rector David MacLean de- 
livers school tax petitions 

to the provincial legisla- 
ture. The CTF made sever- 
al policy gains — including 
meaningful tax relief — in 
its founding province dur- 
ing the period from 2005 to 
2008. 


make them 
more com- 
petitive. 
But the big change 
came in 2005 when 
the government's 
Business Tax Review 
Committee adopted a 
series of CTF recom- 
mendations authored 
by then director 
David MacLean: 
the province’s 
corporate capital 
tax was eliminat- 
ed, corporate in- 
come tax reduced 
29%, the small busi- 


2004 t6e 2008 


After delivering thousands of petitions, media interviews, published com- 


@@The happi- 
est guy at the leg- 
islature might 
have been Scott 
Hennig with the 
Canadian Taxpay- 
ers Federation, 
which has cam- 
paigned tirelessly 
to get the [health 
care] premium 
scrapped.9® 


Edmonton Sun 
February, 2008 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Elimination will pump 


miums will pump $1 billion 
into the economy beginning; 
uary, and some of that ca 
wind up in employee’s po 


| mentaries, the Alberta govern- 


ment announced 


Scrapping 
health-care 
premiums 
means cash 
bonanza 


$1 billion annually 
into Alta. economy 
DARCY HENTON 
Journal Staff Writer 
EDMONTON 


The elimination of health-c; 


S. : E 
eee Dusiness and union officia 
sw, While no one can say 


ness tax threshold in- 
creased, and the PST 
dropped 2 points to 
5 per cent. In 2007 
came legislation ded- 
icating fuel taxes 
to roads and infra- 
structure along with 
school property tax 
rebates, these latter 
two issues driven by 
massive CTF petition 
drives. 

Not surprising- 
ly, government rev- 
enues, population, 
and housing prices 
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.thé jumped 
signifi- 
cantly. At- 
titudinal sur- 
veys revealed 
Saskatchewan 
residents the 
most optimistic 
in Canada about their 
future! 

Good news contin- 
ued for Saskatche- 
wan in 2008 with the 
election of a new gov- 
ernment that reduced 
the province’s debt 
40% in its first year, 
increased the Basic 
Personal Exemption 
$4,000 to $12,945 
and continued to re- 
duce school property 
taxes. Again, all were 
CTF priorities and 
recommendations. 


the health tax 
would soon be 
gone effective 
January 1, 2009. 
This resulted in 
savings for the av- 
erage family of 
four of $1,056 per 
year and $528 per 
individual. Media 
unequivocally gave 
exclusive credit to 
the CTF for the tax’s 
demise. 


As for neighbour- 
ing Alberta, the CTF 
led two significant 
policy victories dur- 
ing the period start- 
ing with the achieve- 
ment of debt freedom 
on March 31, 2005. 

In 1993 when the 
CTF was but three 
years old we ad- 
vanced and built pub- 
lic support for the 
idea of a balanced 
budget and manda- 
tory debt retirement 
law. Considered rad- 
ical for its time, the 
Alberta government 
enacted a law that 
would, among other 
things, require 75% 
of budgetary surplus- 
es be directed toward 
debt retirement. 


Twelve years lat- 
er, Alberta tax- 
payers went from 
paying $1.7-bil- 
lion a year in debt 
interest to pay- 


ing O. It would nev- 
er have happened 
had a law not been 
in place. A tool to 
not only discipline 
politicians but give 
them an out to say 
the dreaded “No” 
to every special in- 
terest appeal that 
crossed their desk. 
Here’s another 
one from Alberta. 
In 2003 the CTF 
set out to eliminate 
health care “pre- 
miums.” Of course 
the “premium” was 
really just a tax 
dumped into gen- 
eral revenues that 
had nothing at all 
to do with health. 
Moreover, it was 
$12.7-million to ad- 
minister and col- 
lect. At the out- 
set, decision mak- 
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If not for the CTF, most taxpayers would never be aware 
of the pension, severance and tax free salary arrange- 
ments of their elected representatives. The CTF calculat- 
ing, releasing and demanding reform of compensation 
arrangements has 
led to many improve- 
ments in transpar- 
ency, and in the case 
of many provinces, a 
moderation of ben- 
efits. However, it is 
the pension for out- 
going federal parlia- 
mentarians — where- 
by taxpayers contrib- 
ute $4 for every $1 
contributed by MPs — 
that has remained a symbolic representation of the dis- 
connect between politicians and those they govern. Here 
are some federal post-election highlights between 2004 
— 2008. 


e June 28, 2004: 78 MPs resigned or defeated. 37 
can immediately start collecting $3.6-million in 
annual pension benefits, while 41 are eligible for 
$3.4-million in severance. 14 receive both a sev- 
erance and pension; 


¢ January 23, 2006: 67 MPs resigned or defeated. 
31 can immediately start collecting $3.4-million in 
annual pension benefits, while 35 are eligible for 
$2.7-million in severance. 15 receive both a sev- 
erance and pension. Indexed to age 75, total pen- 
sion benefits estimated at $77.5-million; 


¢ October 14, 2008: 66 MPs resigned or defeat- 
ed. 35 can immediately start collecting $3.4-mil- 
lion in annual pension benefits, while 29 are eligi- 
ble for $3.4-million in severance. 14 receive both 
a severance and pension. Indexed to age 75, total 
pension benefits estimated at $52-million. 
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Andy Crooks of Calgary served as the volunteer chairman of the CTF’s 
Board from 1996 to 2007. Without his integrity, dedication and leadership, 


ers — including Pre- 
mier Klein — were 


steadfast in their op- 
position to eliminat- 
ing the tax. But after 
meetings, thousands 
of petitions, media 
interviews, published 
commentaries and 
polls showing 80% 
support for its elimi- 
nation, the province’s 
2008 Throne Speech 
announced the tax 


AXACTIO 


Black- 


CTF Calis 


late for CTF Supporters 


October 19th 
Tax-Friday in Toronto 


for Another 3 Hour Tax Protest 


October 200: 


er Award. 


would soon 
be gone. 

The tax 
was elimi- 
nated Janu- 
ary 1, 2009 
and resulted 
in savings 
for the av- 
erage family 
of four of $1,056 per 
year and $528 per in- 
dividual. Media was 
unequivocal in giv- 
ing the CTF exclusive 
credit for the tax’s 
demise. 

Two more staff 
changes came in 
2007. David 
MacLean left Sas- 
katchewan and was 
replaced by Lee 
Harding. While in 
British Columbia, 
Sara MacIntyre was 
replaced by Maureen 
Bader who moved the 
communications of- 
fice from the provin- 
cial capital to Van- 
couver. 

2007 also saw elev- 
en-year Board Chair- 
man Andy Crooks 
step down to make 
way for Michael Bin- 


the CTF would not be cele- 
brating 20 years. In 2007, he 
was given the CTF’s TaxFight- 


nion of Calgary. 

One of the emerg- 
ing issues during 
this period was that 
of municipal govern- 
ment expansion. In 
2006 the province of 
Ontario passed the 
City of Toronto Act 
that gave that city — 
unique from others 
in Ontario — the abil- 
ity to levy new taxes 
previously outside its 
jurisdiction. In 2007, 
Toronto proposed no 
less than ten new tax- 
es. The CTF quick- 
ly organized opposi- 
tion with an analysis 
showing it could cost 
the average home- 
owner $1,182, com- 
missioned a poll re- 
vealing 74% opposed, 
launched a petition, 
presented to a city 
hearing and organ- 
ized a phone-in cam- 
paign. In the end, the 
city imposed two new 
taxes. Two too many, 
but fewer than might 
otherwise be the case. 

Of course the larg- 
er concern was the 
precedent this would 


Dear Canada 
Revenue Agency 


set for other jurisdic- 
tions. The CTF had 
previously won skir- 
mishes in 2000 on 
new local taxing au- 
thority in BC where 
regional government 
sought a $75 per ve- 
hicle “registration” 
tax, and in Winni- 
peg in 2003 where 
proposed “new deal” 
taxes would replace 
old taxes. In 2007 
the CTF successful- 
ly built opposition to 
proposed new taxing 
authority being given 
municipalities in Al- 
berta. But this battle 
is far from over. 
There’s an old say- 
ing that a good de- 
fence is a good of- 
fence. In Novem- 
ber 2008 director 
Maureen Bader re- 
leased a Tax Cap 
proposal that seeks 
to freeze residen- 
tial and commercial 
property tax rates 
and establish a new 
sales-price based as- 
sessment model tied 
to the rate of infla- 


tion. It would elimi- 
nate the need for ar- 
mies of assessors as 
well as unpredicta- 
ble and often unrea- 
sonable property tax 
hikes. Instead of set- 
ting tax rates each 


year to accommodate 


their spending wish 
lists; municipal pol- 
iticians (like federal 
and provincial poli- 
ticians) would know 


in advance what their 
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Please remove 
my name from 
your mailing list 


I am writing 
to you to eancel 
my subscription 


revenues will be and 
create budgets within 
confines. 

At the end of 2008 
we said farewell to 
our federal director 
John Williamson who 
left for the London 
School of Economics. 
The year also closed 
with yet another fed- 
eral election that re- 
sulted in, well the 
same result as before 
the election.» 


British Columbia director Maureen Bader presents 
Property Tax Cap petitions to the Honourable Bill Ben- 


nett, Minister of 
Rural and Commu- 
nity Development. 


\| a Property Tax Cal 


4 Commercial 


cting Residential an 


Prote Ratepayers 
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@@ Whether one 
recognizes it or 
not, the aver- 

age hard-work- 
ing person in this 
country owes a 
huge debt of grat- 
itude to the Ca- 
nadian Taxpayers 
Federation. That 
organization reg- 
ularly points out 
instances of gov- 
ernments, at all 
three levels, wast- 
ing our tax dol- 
lars and dig- 

ging this coun- 
try further into 


debt.”99 
-- Red Deer Advocate, 
January 2010 
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“The Internet provides an opportunity for taxpayers to organize and mo- 
bilize as never before. With a return to uncontrolled deficits and reckless 
spending, the urgency could not be greater. The CTF is positioned to lead.” 

- Kevin Gaudet, February 2010 


Entering 2009 was 
a change on many 
fronts. Govern- 
ments the world over 
were responding to 
an economic down- 
turn that unfolded in 
2008. At home a dec- 
ade of gains in low- 
ering taxes and pay- 
ing down debt would 
soon unwind. What- 
ever concern that ex- 
isted previously 
about government 
over spending 
paled in compari- 
son to what was to 
come. $14.27-bil- 
lion dollars hand- 
ed General Mo- 
tors and Chrysler 
in the summer of 
2009 demonstrat- 
ed that govern- 
ments had aban- 
don any sem- 
blance of fiscal re- 
straint or priority. 

Equally as dra- 
matic as the 
change in pub- 
lic policy was the 
change in the or- 
ganization. In ear- 
ly 2009 CEO Ken 
Azzopardi stepped 
down after hav- 
ing ably steered the | 


ship for 13 years. In- 
deed, most of the 
pages of this maga- 
zine serve as testimo- 


ny to Ken’s ability as 
a leader and manag- 
er. Ken always took 
a deep and person- 


C61 you want to see what real fiscal 
conservatism looks like, the Canadi- 
an Taxpayers Federation has a plan to 
balance the budget in three years."99 


-- Andrew Coyne, National editor 
Maclean’s magazine 
January 2010 
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In early 2009 CEO Ken Azzopardi (L) stepped down after having ably 
steered the ship for 13 years. Indeed, most of the pages of this magazine 
serve as testimony to Ken’s ability as a leader and manager. His is a re- 


cipient of both the CTF’s 
TaxFighter Award and the 
Manning Centre for Building 
Democracy’s Builder Award. 


al interest in the suc- 
cess of the organiza- 
tion and the people 
in it. 

This writer took 
over as president 
and CEO while 
Kevin Gaudet moved 
from provincial du- 
ties in Ontario to be- 
ing the CTF’s federal 
spokesperson, Scott 
Hennig assumed ad- 
ditional duties of Na- 
tional Communica- 
tions Manager. Co- 
lin Craig took over 
communications du- 
ties from the media 
savvy Adrienne Batra 
in Winnipeg and ab- 
sorbed Saskatch- 
ewan under a re- 
gional post of “Prai- 
rie Director.” Final- 
ly, Derek Fildebrandt 
took over national re- 
search duties from 
Adam Taylor in Ot- 
tawa. 

The CTF under- 
went a facelift in 
2009: we revised all 
our materials from 
our logo to our flag- 
ship publication The 
Taxpayer which we 


also opened 
to commer- 
cial adver- 
tising for the 
first time. A 
wholly new 
and interac- 
tive taxpay- 
er.com now 
serves as the 
centerpiece 
of our out- 
reach. We im- 
proved our 
presence on 
social net- 
work sites 
and launched cam- 
paign-specific mi- 
ni-sites like NoCar- 
bonTaxes.ca dur- 
ing the 2008 feder- 
al election campaign. 
To guide this new di- 
rection, Lee Harding 
was moved full-time 
to new development 
activities. 

We eliminated any 
cost to join the CTF. 
Anybody who sup- 
ports our mission is 
welcome to join on- 
line and receive our 
Action Updates. We 
committed to a prop- 
erly organized and 
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budgeted student in- 
ternship project that 
kicked-off in the 
summer of 2009 with 
two wonderful young 
women working out 
of our Ottawa office. 
We set up a Student 
Endowment Fund to 
ensure the program's 
longevity. Finally, 
we're making a push 
on the occasion of 
our 20" anniversary 
in 2010 to open an 
office in Atlantic Can- 
ada. That would give 
us a presence from 
coast-to-coast. A ded- 
icated Atlantic devel- 
opment Fund is set 
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Lots of changes in 2009 including a completely 


new and interactive Taxpayer.com. 


RE 89 08 Texpayer.com. 


@@The Canadi- 
an Taxpayers Fed- 
eration have been 
tremendous mar- 
keters of ideas 
about taxation 

at the retail lev- 

el that we have 
sought, not al- 
ways as success- 
fully, to develop at 
the wholesale lev- 


el. i) 
-- Michael Walker, 
Founder 
Fraser Institute 


An important di- 
rectional shift is un- 
derway. While profes- 
sional spokespeople 
and researchers dot- 
ted across the coun- 
try remain an impor- 
tant part of our advo- 
cacy, our resources 
are increasingly turn- 
ing toward using on- 
line tools to organ- 
ize taxpayers to im- 
pact public policy 
outcomes and spread 
our campaigns viral- 
ly. 

For example, an 
online federal debt 
clock at DebtClock. 
ca replaced the clun- 
ky old clock that 


TaxPpayefcom 


TOP STORIES 


we had 
hauled 
around 
the coun- 
tryina 
horse 
trailer 
14 years 
ago. 

We built a big me- 
dia event around 

the clock surpassing 
the half-trillion-dol- 
lar mark on Novem- 
ber 22, 2009. Word 
spread and thou- 
sands visited the 
site, but more impor- 
tant, forwarded the 
site to others who in 
turn signed the pe- 
tition and clicked 
links that made the 


Each year, CTF directors prepare pre-budget recom- 
mendations built around 


supporter surveys to present 
to legislative and parliamen- 
tary committees. Often times 
directors will meet directly 
with finance ministers. Here 
Prairie Director Colin Craig 
(L), and Director of New De- 
velopment Lee Harding (R) 
meet with Saskatchewan Fi- 
nance Minister Rob Gante- 
foer in advance of the prov- 
ince’s 2010 budget. 
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case for balanced 
budgets. 

Another campaign 
involved support for 
a private member’s 
bill in the House of 
Commons aimed at 
abolishing the long 
gun registry. The 
CTF has opposed 
this $2-billion and 
counting waste since 
its inception in 1995. 
We've delivered more 
than 42,000 petitions 
seeking both an au- 
ditor general’s review 
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Students Lisa Anthony (L) of Ryerson University and Amber ibid (R) of the 


University of Western Ontario spent 
the summer of 2009 as interns in the 
CTF’s Ottawa office. Student appli- 
cations and a dedicated Student En- 
dowment Fund can be found at Tax- 


payer.com. 


and the registry’s ab- 
olition. Polls indicate 
78 per cent of Cana- 
dians believe the reg- 
istry has been a fail- 
ure. 

Prior to MP Can- 
dice Hoeppner’s pri- 
vate member’s bill 
passing second read- 
ing on November 4, 
2009 the CTF organ- 
ized its growing sup- 
porter list to urge 
party leaders to allow 
a free vote and sec- 
ond, invite all MPs 
to vote in support of 
the measure. Effec- 
tive e-mail advocacy 
is quick and inexpen- 
sive. Done right, it 
can succeed! 

Indeed, 
as this mag- 
azine was 


‘taxpayerDOTe 


You Th i Browse 
Federal eet 2010 Explained -- Welcome to Loonieland 
=| 142 videos 1 


percenters” where- 
by Members of Par- 
liament could send 
junk mail outside 
their ridings. Tens 
of thousands more 
signed a petition de- 
manding federal in- 
mates — like Clifford 
Olson — not be eli- 
gible to receive OAS 
and GIS benefits. 
Before the Copen- 
hagen Summit as 
well as before and af- 
ter the 2010 federal 
budget the CTF pro- 
duced videos offering 


: ,on thei 
yb, plus @ generati 


COMMENT 


4Clock tallies 


JOU to next 
geal 


snment at work 


a unique prospec- 
tive that have been 
viewed by thou- 
sands of people. 
The goal is to not 
only to embrace the 
new mediums, but 
to make effective 
and measurable use 
of them to achieve 
our goals.m= 


sign of gove} 


Don MARTIN 
in Ottawa 


terest. 
accumulated int 
She daunting challenge 


The future for advocacy organizations 
like the CTF is pretty clear: ideas can’t win, if ideas 


aren't spread. Today, ide- 
as are spread on the In- 
ternet more than any oth- 


being put 

to bed, or- 
ganized and 
targeted 
pressure on 
federal law- 
makers re- 
sulted ina 
vote to end 
the prac- 
tice of “ten 
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er medium. Social net- 
work sites like YouTube pro- 
vide precise measurement 
on whether your commu- 
nications are succeeding 

or failing in the increasing- 
ly crowded and competitive 
market place of ideas. 


n March 17, 1999, the CTF held its 
()issceve Teddy Waste Awards on Par- 

liament Hill. Named after Ted Weth- 
erill, a former senior public servant who was 
terminated in 1998 for living high off the hog, 
the Teddies honour the best of the worst in 
government waste. The mock awards cere- 
mony has become the CTF’s seminal branding 
event and earns widespread public and me- 
dia attention each year. The black-tie event — 
complete with master of ceremonies, model 
and tux-clad Porky the Waste Hater — recog- 
nize and award golden sows to the people and 
institutions who so richly deserve them. Over 
the years there has been no shortage of nom- 
inees in four categories. Here are just a few 
highlights ... or is it lowlights? 


~9SeS a press conference on Parliament Fill 


And the taxpayers’ 
Teddy goes to... 
a 


Federal 


The first teddy ever 
awarded was to Public 
Works and Government 
Services Canada. The hon- 
our was earned following the 
discovery that $1.4-billion of 
untendered contracts were awarded 
in 1995 alone. Meanwhile, the Parliament 
Hill construction and renovation budget un- 
der its charge ballooned from $440-million to 
$1.4-billion. 

The Chretien government won many Ted- 
dies, including a 2003 award for the much- 
maligned long-gun registry that was promised 
to cost a mere $2-million when it was con- 
ceived in 1995. A petition drive by the CTF 
prompted the auditor general to investigate, 
leading to the discovery that the true cost was 
430 times the original estimate ... and grow- 
ing! 

Of course waste spans both sides of the 
aisle. In 2001, all but three former Reform 
MPs that had opted out of the gold-plated MP 
pension plan — and vociferously campaigned 
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against the same — 
opted back in short- 
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JE MIDED rene er ly after being re-elect- 

Sead vatuasinine ed in 2000. The feder- 
Scere — al Teddy was received for 

; gg a Mack “Best sound effects in a sequel 
(pig squealing).” Similarly, in 2010, all 


Members of Parliament were recognized for 
their spending on junk mail, also known as 
“ten percenters” on Parliament Hill. Shortly 
after the CTF added national attention to the 
issue, Parliamentarians voted to end the prac- 
tice of sending junk mail to voters outside 
their ridings. 

And finally, who can forget the Quebec 
Sponsorship scandal recognized in 2004. 
An auditor general’s investigation noted that 
$100 million went to Liberal-friendly ad firms 
that did little to no work. This included $1.5 
million for three identical reports. Coined “Si- 
lence of the Hogs” by the CTF, the Sponsor- 
ship scandal was one of the few occasions in 
Canadian political history where corrupt ac- 
tors did jail time and were forced to pay back 


va has the Teddies 


stolen money. 


Provincial 


The former BC government 
led by Glen Clark was an ear- 
ly favourite of the Academy of 
Taxers and Spenders earn- 
ing the first two Teddies given 
in the provincial category. The 
1999 award was given for pur- 
chasing a $150 per word pho- 
to radar instruction manu- 
al that included — among oth- 
er helpful tidbits — a picture 
of blue sky explaining that “in 
this photo the camera is aimed 
too high.” The following year 
an audit into the government's 
construction of two “fast fer- 
ries” that ballooned from $210 
million to $460 million and 

were delivered nearly three 
years behind schedule took top honours. 

In 1996 when the Saskatchewan govern- 
ment launched SpudCo — a Crown potato en- 
terprise — taxpayers were assured the private 
sector would pick up half the 
$2-million cost to build mas- 
sive potato storage sheds. But 
as the reel turned on this hor- 
ror film, the sheds soon bal- 
looned to $28-million, the gov- 
ernment revealed there were no 
private investors and the oper- 
ation went bust. Farmers and 
businesses successfully sued 
the government (read taxpay- 
ers) for $7.9-million since their 
potatoes couldn't go to mar- 
ket. This brought total losses to 
$36-million and a Teddy award 
in 2006. 

Tom Parkinson, former 
CEO of Hydro One in Ontar- 


io, won in 2007 for expensing everything but 
the air he breathed. In one instance, he billed 
$45,000 to his secretary's credit card, having 
himself “approve” the expenditures. He even 
used the company helicopter to visit his pri- 
vate cottage in the Muskokas. At $1.5-million 
a year Parkinson was the highest paid public 
employee in Ontario. When he resigned, Hy- 
dro One’s board accepted it with “deep regret” 
and gave him a $3 million severance package. 
A year later Quebec Lieutenant Gover- 
nor Lise Thibault racked up $700,000 in lav- 
ish spending including $825 for a suite at 
the Ritz-Carleton in Montreal, $59,000 for 
a garden party, $4,000 for a family mem- 
ber’s birthday party, $2,800 for two meals 
in Quebec City, $45,000 in reimbursements 
for gifts with no list of recipients provided, 
and $12,000 for taking a Quebec government 
plane on a fishing trip and tour of a provincial 
park. 


Municipal 


Although a stand-alone category for munici- 
palities didn’t arrive until 2005; local govern- 
ments quickly stepped up to the plate with a 
bevy of contenders worthy of recognition by 
the Academy of Taxers and Spenders. Chief 
among them: the city of Toronto! 

In 2005, the city spent $853,000 on mo- 
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tel rooms for the 
homeless, who 
never checked in. 
Hog Town won again in 2008 
for the expenses incurred 

by Toronto Catholic School 
Board Trustee Christine Nun- 
ziata. She charged taxpayers 


for vacations in Cuba and the 
Dominican Republic (where 
she got married), daily coffees 
from Tim Horton’s, $12,000 
in meals in one year and, wait 
for it ... lingerie! She was fi- 
nally kicked off the board, but 
not because of her expens- 

es. Nope. She was removed 
for missing too many meet- 
ings! Finally, in 2010 Toronto 
became the first Teddy three- 
peat recipient by taking home 
honours for paying people 
$100 each to pretend to be 
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Ottawa Bureau 
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pense accounts, 
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Canadian Tax- 


homeless. The fake homeless 
people were to ensure that the 
census of real homeless peo- 
ple was being done correctly. 


Although not a three-time 
winner, Edmonton managed 
two nominations in 2007 in- 
cluding a movie the CTF 
mockingly dubbed “An In- 
convenient Prize.” In an ef- 
fort to promote the city, offi- 
cials budgeted $50,000 to of- 
fer randomly selected citizens 
in other parts of the country 
a free trip to Edmonton. One 
problem: city staff had to of- 
fer free trips to 25 people be- 
fore finding 3 willing to take 
the prize. Not deterred, an- 
other promotional effort by 
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The Teddies were established in the name of the for- 
mer senior civil servant fired in 1998 for his lavish ex- 


City of Winnipeg 
$1 million toilet 


the city was so stu- 
pendous it was a 
hands down win- 
ner. The city spent $30,000 
to hire 30 actors in Washing- 
ton, DC to hand out yo-yos on 
Canada Day. Officials said it 
was a “fun way” to promote 
the city. No word yet if a se- 
quel is being made featuring 
children grasping their yo-yos 
pleading with their parents to 
take them to Edmonton. 


Lifetime 
Achievement 
Awards 


Only a special few have re- 
ceived lifetime achievement 
honours for accomplishments 
that far exceed what could be 
done in a single year. 


Provincial 
Teddy 


AN 
ord 


For- 
mer Federal Conservative Fi- 
nance Minister Michael Wil- 
son was the first winner, hav- 
ing the dubious distinction 
of de-indexing the income 
tax system in 1986. By the 
time Wilson won his Teddy in 
1999, “bracket creep” meant 
an extra $10 billion in in- 
come tax each year — 14 per 
cent of the total. A year lat- 
er, thanks to the efforts of the 
CTF, income taxes would be 
re-indexed. Other political re- 
cipients included former fed- 
eral cabinet minister Sheila 
Copps (2000) and former BC 
premier Glen Clark (2001). 

Of course government ap- 
pointees are no slouches 
when it comes to racking up 
a life-time of expenses. Andre 
Ouellet held a slew of cabinet 
posts under Pierre Trudeau 
and Jean Chrétien since first 
being elected to the House of 
Commons in 1967, but it was 
his tenure as boss of Canada 
Post where he really earned 
his stripes with the Academy 
in 2005. In eight years Ouel- 
let racked up $2-million in 
expenses without producing 


so much as 
a parking re- 
ceipt. An au- 
dit triggered 
his resigna- 
tion and loss 
of $400,000 
salary. But 
all was not 
lost. His tax- 
payer-fund- 
ed pension 
estimated at 
$116,000 
a year will 
surely keep him comfortable 
in retirement. 
And who can forget Da- 
vid “I'm entitled to my entitle- 
ments” Dingwall. The 2006 
recipient, first elected to Par- 
liament in 1980, held various 
cabinet portfolios before los- 
ing his seat in 


Federal 
Teddy 


Canada Council 


wall also received $350,000 
for helping a pharmaceutical 
company secure $17.2-mil- 
lion in financing and grants 
through an Industry Canada 
Program, despite rules forbid- 
ding “success fees.” The con- 
troversies led to Dingwall’s 
resignation. He later received 
$417,780 in severance and a 
$77,000 taxpayer-funded pen- 
sion, indexed for life. 

In 2008, the Canadian 
Tax Code was recognized 
by the Academy of Taxers 
and Spenders for its gargan- 
tuan growth from 11 pag- 
es in 1917 to 2,226 pages in 
2007. To enforce it, the Can- 
ada Revenue Agency pays $4 
billion to its 46,000 employ- 
ees. That’s one movie with too 
many sequels.m= 


1997. After a 
stint as a lob- 
byist, he be- 
came head of 
the Canadi- 
an Mint where 
in 2004 he 
racked up 
$846,464 

in expens- 

es for win- 
ing and din- 
ing, travelling 
the globe, lim- 
ousine rides, 
and country 
club member- 
ships. Despite 
a $277,000 
annual sal- 
ary, Ding- 
wall famous- 
ly expensed a 
$1.29 package 
of gum. Ding- 
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David “I’m entitled to my entitlements” Dingwall 
earned a lifetime achievement Teddy in 2006. 
Former head of the Canadian Mint, Dingwall fa- 
mously expensed a $1.29 pack of gum. 


Tee >» 
—<- ~ 

o™ **- 
COMMERCIALIZING 


THE UTICA SHALE 
GAS DISCOVERY 


© AE NPRONMENTALLY 


Questerre Energy Corporation 

1650, 801 Sixth Avenue SW, Calgary, Alberta T2P 3W2 
Phone: (403) 777-1185 - Fax: (403) 777-1578 
www.questerre.com ° info@questerre.com 


